
IJFANS International Journal of Food and Nutritional Sciences 

ISSN PRINT 2319 1775 Online 2320 7876  

Research paper        © 2012 IJFANS. All Rights Reserved,  UGC CARE Listed ( Group -I) Journal Volume 12, Iss 1, 2023 

1127 | P a g e  
 

A Critical Estimate Of Amitav Ghosh  As a Novelist 

Dr. Ashish Sharma, Prof. Jaison Samkutty 

Diaspora is a mental excursion, a difficulty among country and new settlement countries. The 

transient, traveling from one spot to another turns into an outsider in other land and this distance 

makes an impact on personality mental harmony and existential status. Amitav Ghosh, a writer 

with a remarkable feeling of history and spot, is undeniably one of the main writers within recent 

memory. Diasporic composing involves a position of extraordinary importance among nations and 

societies. Diasporic composing generally become a reaction to the lost homes and to issues like 

Separation, Sentimentality, Segregation, endurance, Social change and character. Disengagement 

is one of the principal sentiments that torment the diasporic local area. When diasporic individuals 

wind up disjoined from the home society they are vexed intellectually and endeavor to recall and 

find themselves in a nostalgic past. 

Amitav Ghosh shows a distinct fascination with projecting the diasporic life. Large numbers of his 

accounts center around the chronicles of departures and the people's diasporic encounters. The mix 

of history and humanities in Ghosh's books assists him with drawing out the present of the past in 

numerous viewpoints, including diaspora. He sees the conflicts, governmental issues, economy 

and other common undertakings according to the point of view of the average citizens who 

experience under this large number of significant occasions and changes. 

English language is the main thing English left in India. India is a country with numerous dialects 

and lingos. And still, at the end of the day English language became well known and a typical 

tongue which brought together Indian sub-landmass during pioneer and post-frontier period. The 

princely working class utilized English language often. In like manner numerous Indian authors 

additionally involved English Language for their composition. The journalists who lived in India 

as well as in different nations most regularly wrote in English language. A portion of the cutting 

edge Indian essayists are Anita Desai, Khuswant Singh, and Arundathi Roy, etc. Among such 

essayists, Amitav Ghosh has distributed different acclaimed works of fiction and genuine. He was 

brought into the world in 1956 in Calcutta and experienced childhood in India, Bangladesh and Sri 

Lanka. He concentrated on in Delhi, Oxford, Alexandria. His works are The Circle of Reason 

(1986), The Shadow Lines (1988), The Calcutta Chromosome (1995), The Glass Castle (2000), 

The Eager Tide (2004), Ocean of Poppies (2008), Waterway of Smoke (2011), The Surge of Fire 

(2015), the three volumes of The Ibis Set of three. The majority of his works manages authentic 

issues. The genuine works are In a Classical Land (1992), Moving in Cambodia and on the loose 

in Burma (1998), Commencement (1999), and The Imam and the Indian (2002) 

Diaspora got from the Greek "dissipating of seeds", depicting populace, movement and dispersal 

is utilized. Diaspora can be alluded to individuals moving starting with one country then onto the 
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next country because of different reasons like looking for outcasts, for instance jews went far away, 

banished for good from the country of Palestine. In this way diaspora alludes to dislodged networks 

of individuals moving from their country. Some way or another the manner of thinking and the 

approach to living of a diasporic local area have impacted Amitav Ghosh's life and at last the 

cognizance of a confounded brain and feeling of forlornness experienced by the relocated 

individuals should be visible in his works. As V.S. Naipaul brought up in A Manner On the planet, 

1994 "Some of the time we can be aliens to ourselves" Amitav Ghosh voyaged habitually in his 

childhood, living in East Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Iran, and India. His most memorable novel The 

Circle of Reason manages the existence of a kid named Alu who lived in India and his experience 

living in India and later, because of specific conditions escapes to Center East. During his 

movement he meets different individuals from various countries. Subsequently this original 

illuminates to the subject of exile, depression, relocation, uprooting. The visuals and circumstances 

the creator experienced in his own life is found in The Circle of Reason. 

In The Shadow Lines (1988), he focussed on the experience between two families, one Indian and 

other English. The distinctions between them as far as culture, geological designs have been 

examined. The limit line among countries and families showed the perusers the mission for self-

character existed in every last one of us. The characters in the novel are gotten between two 

countries and the battle to happen to their falsely independent characters because of the impact of 

relocation. 

In an Anitque Land depends on verifiable and anthropological exploration that Golly led in Egypt 

during the 1980's. The novel depended on the issues of Jewish pilgrims in Egypt. So to gather 

more data about the primary person, a slave and for additional exploration regarding the matter the 

creator lived in Egypt for a very long time and he portrayed about his encounters with his neighbors 

in a little Egyptian town in his fiction. 

The Calcutta Chromosome (1996) is a sci-fi set in three spots, Calcutta, London and new York. It 

is likewise set in three distinct periods. The Glass Royal residence (2001) portrays the topics of 

dislodging and journey for character. Hence Amitav Ghosh's works chiefly managed his own 

encounters. The significant topic in his works is the diasporic impact which is apparent from his 

own life. As Amitav Golly brought up in one of Jash Sen's article, "I truly don't plot a book. I 

simply start with a thought I find fascinating or a person and afterward I give myself a lot of free 

strings that I don't cut off, so I can get them once more at a later time as a feature of the story, in 

the event that it suits. Once in a while the string settle them into the story and in some cases they 

simply stay remaining details. It's a secret, truth be told, how the story develops." 

Amitav Ghosh, a writer with an outstanding feeling of spot and history, is one of the most famous 

writers of the time. Ghosh has joined the popular writers like Monohar Malgonkar, Shashi Tharoor, 

Khushwant Singh, Salman Rushdie and Chaman Nahal and others with a feeling of political and 



IJFANS International Journal of Food and Nutritional Sciences 

ISSN PRINT 2319 1775 Online 2320 7876  

Research paper        © 2012 IJFANS. All Rights Reserved,  UGC CARE Listed ( Group -I) Journal Volume 12, Iss 1, 2023 

1129 | P a g e  
 

verifiable cognizance. One can distinguish the feeling of verifiable reality, in Ghosh's books. The 

possibility of removal, hankering serious areas of strength for and race-relations, is the staple-stuff 

of Ghosh's books. 

The term uprooting is related with diaspora and has the power in the possession of Ghosh. In the 

book, "The Circle of Reason" (1986), Ghosh involved the enchanted authenticity in the abstract 

situation. Different books like 'The Glass Royal residence', The Ravenous Tide', 'The Shadow 

Lines' and 'In a Rarity Land' are the well known books of Ghosh. 

The novel 'Ocean of Poppies' was shortlisted and got the Man Booker Prize, 2008 and it was 

granted the India Square Brilliant Plume Grant and the Crossword Prize.3John Meleodhas 

considered Amitav Ghosh as diasporic author alongside Caryl Phillips, Bharati Mukherjee, Hanif 

Khuresi and others. The subject of removal will be found in every one of the books of Ghosh and 

it fills both the construction and surface in the books. The term 'Relocation' has a tremendous 

implication as for diasporic writing which includes the topic of a country, a spot from where 

uprooting occurred and stories of extreme excursions embraced due to the monetary 

compulsions.456The word diaspora came from Greek words 'dia' and 'speirein', etymologically 

signifies 'dispersal' and which includes two societies and two nations are implanted in the traveler's 

brain, next to each other. 

Amitav Ghosh is one of the postmodernists.789 Postmodernism has not entirely settled in the 

Indian books by the writers, particularly Amitav Ghosh. Ghosh has a place with the Global School 

of composing which bargains effectively of the cutting edge world with the post-pioneer ethos 

without forfeiting the old chronicles of the lands.Ghosh mixes fiction and truth impeccably with 

mysterious authenticity. Ghosh winds around the supernatural reasonable plots with the topics of 

postmodernism. 

The Indian diasporic history can be extensively isolated into three significant stages in view of the 

rationale of their movement. The main stage began during the pioneer time, especially in the last 

50% of the nineteenth hundred years. During that time, a large number of the uninformed Indian 

contracted works passed on their country to work in the sugar, elastic and teak estates of the 

English provinces. During the twentieth hundred years, the second period of relocation occurred. 

In this stage, the informed Indians began moving towards the created countries, particularly toward 

the West for their monetary turn of events, and instructive possibilities. The third period of 

relocation happened in the start of the 21st century when a considerable lot of the Indians including 

the informed as well as the uninformed went to the created countries looking for work and 

procuring. 

The Indian diasporic scholars from everywhere the world began zeroing in on their country, the 

issue of relocation and its belongings, in their compositions. For the Indian diasporic authors, India 

or the recollections of India become the materials to the vast majority of their artistic articulations. 
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A portion of the significant journalists who concern their country and the diasporic subjects in 

their works are V.S. Naipaul, Salman Rushdie, Amitav Ghosh, Jumpa Lahiri, Bharati Mukherjee, 

Arundhati Roy, Rohinton Mistry, Kiran Desai and Anita Desai. 

The diasporic writing go about as an extension between two distinct societies as it ordinarily 

manages the recollections of home and the experience of the wanderers in a host country with their 

local culture. Hence this writing turned into a lengthy type of home return; large numbers of the 

diasporic scholars glancing back at their country, its way of life and its different perspectives 

through their works. Among them Amitav Ghosh is one of the significant diasporic journalists who 

catches all the Cognizance of diasporic local area in his compositions. His methodology towards 

the development of relocation in the entirety of his books was special. He never coordinated his 

characters towards the misfortune on the far off country rather he noticed their experience. 

DIASPORIC CONSCIOUSNESS  

 

Diasporic Cognizance express a personss Diasporic experience and sentiments. Practically all the 

Diasporic people group deal with starting issues and sufferings, when they get comfortable another 

land. Despite the fact that they attempt to conform to the new climate, language, culture and the 

general public, they will experience the ill effects of the mental issue moreover. Distance, character 

emergency, dejection, rootlessness, disengagement, wistfulness, social change, orientation 

imbalance, bigotry, vagrancy and so on are Diasporic subjects and issues remembered for 

Diasporic Awareness. Diasporic reasonableness isn't something extremely durable; it continues to 

change as general setting change. The development of the Diasporic reasonableness is as far as its 

constantly changing cognizance and Exile composing isn't just the nostalgic thinking back of spot 

yet in addition of time. Time prompts the advancement of gatherings and sub-bunches inside the 

Diaspora. 

Diaspora is an excursion towards self-acknowledgment, self-acknowledgment, and self-

information and self-definition. "Diasporic Cognizance" is picked with unique reference to books 

of a free essayist, Amitav Ghosh, who won an esteemed spot in Diasporic writing. Ghosh checks 

out at Diasporic writing in another viewpoint. Ghosh is one of the Trinity after V.S.Naipaul and 

Salman Rushdie who advocated the Diaspora in Indian writing in English. He is an anthropologist, 

social scientist, columnist, author, writer, travel-essayist and instructor. The two his fictitious and 

non-fictitious accounts, move fretfully across nations, landmasses and seas. 

Amitav Ghosh never composes similar kind of novel however his books are connected together by 

various normal worries. Voyaging happens in five of the exposition titles, history in various 

structures happens in four of his works and the issues of „hegemony ‟ are shown by the phrasing 

of somewhere around four of the titles. His books are connected together by number of normal 

worries like history human science, voyaging, human sciences, ethnography, society and accuracy. 
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Diasporic Cognizance are broke down here with specific reference to his books The Circle of 

Reason (1986) and The Glass Royal residence (2000). 

 

THE WORKS OF AMITAV GHOSH 
 

Ghosh's most memorable novel is The Circle of Reason, distributed in 1986. He was granted 

France's Prix Medicis Grant for this novel in 1990. It is a picaresque novel which concerns the 

experiences of Alu, a weaver from a little town close to Calcutta, who ventures out from home to 

traverse the Indian Sea to the oil town of al-Ghazira on the Persian Bay and to African Sahara then 

back to India. This novel has a Diasporic topic of feeling of removal, self-personality, movement, 

estrangement, journey for home, rootlessness and so on... 

Ghosh's fifth novel, The Glass Castle , in 2000, is a story of three ages of a family. It is a verifiable 

book. This original won the worldwide digital book grant at the Frankfurt Book Fair in 2001. It is 

a tale about Rajkumar, who lands in Burma in clothes however later becomes one of the most 

extravagant wood merchants in Burma. This novel likewise has numerous Diasporic topics like 

self-personality, distance, movement, mission for home, and so on... 

Diasporic hypothesis is a record of physical and mental excursion of a person. Diasporic thought 

has come to track down its apotheosis in the undecided, short lived, socially defiled and marginal 

figure of exile, trapped in a verifiable limbo among home and the world. Venture out infers 

impermanency to the experience of moving to another country. It very well may be known as a 

brief movement. The state of movement draws out its part in the legitimization of „otherness ‟ in 

postmodernist talk. The travelers might smother their memories or some of the time latently permit 

them to be lowered; some of them might recall the vision of the past while others stay up with the 

latest with reality through stretched out return visits to their nation of beginning. The state of 

migrancy is viewed as a condition of indeterminacy, of uncertainty, of in-betweeness" as Homi 

Bhabha would call it, The transient is viewed as the basic member eyewitness into his/her own 

condition, empowering strong bits of knowledge to be made into the insider-outcast division and 

the genuine lived encounters of relocation. (Ruler et al 8) 

In The Glass Castle, Ghosh expounds on the issue of transients. The original covers the miserable 

episode of the last lord of Burma and his bound family that is banished to Ratnagiri in India. The 

group of lords and sovereigns were left with no other option except for to live with and among 

ordinary people. With the flare-up of a plague and less cash to keep up with workers there could 

have been no other option except for to permit the residents to fabricate a town around the 

compound of Outram House. In this manner the ousted Regal Family had to blend with the 

plebeians. This better approach for life for the Imperial Family might be summarized as follows: 

"The feeling of exile brings about a profound sensation of misfortune, hurt, detachment, longing 
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for recovery and rebuilding" (Shukla 7). Relocation ends up being a revile for these individuals 

while a similar movement ends up being a gift for Rajkumar, a face of colonizer in the pretense of 

the colonized. Rajkumar prevails with regards to getting a significant teak agreement to a rail line 

organization. On account of Rajkumar, movement changes his personality as he ascends from 

coolie to a wood dealer. Movement turns into a significant subject of his novel as each excursion 

influences the character of the explorer or the traveler. 

INDIANNESS IN AMITAV GHOSH’S NOVELS  

 

The compositions of individuals who relocated to new grounds are named diasporic writing. The 

string of closeness runs these diasporic journalists with their persistent association in addressing 

their country in their works. Presumably they all have home in their works, yet the worry and the 

discernment on country felt by eveiy one of the diasporic authors is some way or another unique. 

This variety can be seen through the investigation of how the house is seen by the diasporic authors 

and the various ages of diasporas. The inventive compositions framing a piece of diasporas record 

the common picture of country and its recollections. These recollections of country circular 

segment once in a while the journalists' own insight of the past yet much of the time they are the 

encounters described to them by their predecessors. 

As a diasporic essayist he not just addresses the transients' lives in his books yet additionally 

verbalizes his own diasporic cognizance in his works. There are a wide range of ways for diasporas 

to glance back at their] countries; among those Ghosh looked at his country and its soul by 

composing it in his books. His books in all angles mirror his closeness towards his homeland. 

Indian components in his books definitely stand out of numerous cognizant perusers and pundits. 

At the same time, his act of utilizing Indian advance words in English additionally loans 

significance to the part of its Indianness somewhat. Ghosh's reception of numerous Indian words 

and terms into English as well as utilization of numerous Bengali articulations in his texts 

consequently show how the spir it of India joined with the substance of his texts. 

Critical Perspective 

Amitav Ghosh's composing bargains in the legendary topics of movement and diaspora, history 

and memory, political battle and mutual savagery, love and misfortune, while all the time crossing 

the nonexclusive limits among human studies and fine art. 

The two his fictitious and non-fictitious accounts will generally be transnational in clear, moving 

fretfully across nations, landmasses and seas. Considerably educated and fastidiously investigated, 

there is something similarly awe-inspiring about the size of grant that sits behind every one of his 

books. Nonetheless, Ghosh never neglects to focus on the close human element of things. It is no 

happenstance that his composing ceremonially gets back to Calcutta (the creator's origin), and, for 
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all its worldwide desire, is thickly emphasized by the registers and referents of Bengali and South 

Asian culture. 

Ghosh's most memorable novel is ordinary in this sense. At the focal point of The Circle of Reason 

(1986) is Alu, an eight-year-old Bengali kid with a tremendous head, "inquisitively lopsided, 

protruding done with bunches and knocks". These substantial distortions, alongside the series of 

occurrences and associations that arises between Alu's own life and the political world around him, 

have prompted clear examinations with Rushdie's Booker of Bookers, 12 PM's Kids. Nonetheless, 

this is somehow or another sad as the novel has its own trustworthiness and desire, from its 

philosophical investigation of motivation to its peripatetic wanderings across South Asia, North 

Africa and the Center East. Ghosh's wonderfully composed second novel, The Shadow Lines 

(1988), is likewise suggestive of Rushdie regarding its proper ordered trials with geology and 

sequence. In any case, dissimilar to Rushdie, it is written in a downplayed, consolidated 

composition that comes near verse. The original arrangements with the innovation of the past and 

the mediation of parcel as it moves among India and the UK, Calcutta and London, WWII and 

present. The title is a mention to Joseph Conrad's novella, The Shadow Line, and keeping in mind 

that its exact relationship to Conrad's text is slanted and shadowy, both divide a distraction with 

the limit among East and West, and with the spooky hauntings of royal memory. All the more for 

the most part, Ghosh's subsequent novel draws motivation from assorted current European and 

Indian texts from Proust to Tagore, Passage Madox Portage to Satjajit Beam. 

Indeed, even this kind of unbridled intertextuality comes to seem manageable and common inside 

the setting of Amitav Ghosh's next work, In An Old fashioned Land (1992). Apparently a work of 

genuine, the book attracts intensely on the writer's preparation human sciences, at the end of the 

day resists nonexclusive compartments. Joining self-portrayal, fiction, travel composing and 

history, In A Unique collectible Land is a sensitive, clear and profoundly moving summoning of 

Egypt since the twelfth 100 years. 

 

The solid accentuation on history, memory and the previous that has by this stage become a brand 

name of Ghosh's composing is given a new turn in his next book, The Calcutta Chromosome 

(1996), a work of sci-fi set soon. Ghosh's tease with the well known class of the spine chiller in 

The Calcutta Chromosome denotes an extreme takeoff from the different kinds of chronicle fever 

and academic reluctance that perusers normally partner with the creator. At the point when Antar, 

an office laborer in New York, finds a disposed of ID card, it leads him on an analytical excursion 

to Calcutta at the end of the nineteenth hundred years. Be that as it may, underneath this slim 

facade of mash, is a novel with as unpredictable a plot line as anything in Ghosh. 

After the pleasurable drama of The Calcutta Chromosome, The Glass Castle (2000) strikes the 

peruser as perhaps of Ghosh's most unobtrusive and slippery work. Rambling across three ages of 
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a similar family and moving from Burma and Malaya to India and the US, on the off chance that 

this novel has a middle it is RajKumar Raha, a wrecked mariner kid whose poverty to newfound 

wealth story is counterpointed with that of the Burmese regal family. Based on the very kind of 

imposing exploration that made In a Rarity Land a work of art, Minna Delegate's survey of the 

clever catches something of the book's vicarious joys: 

'At the point when you hurl your last moan and turn the last page of Amitav Ghosh's new novel, 

The Glass Royal residence, you feel as though you've walked for quite a long time, through the 

most far off and lavish grounds on the globe. The Glass Castle is pretty much as close as an 

individual tucked comfortably into an easy chair on a stormy day can get to the elastic ranches of 

Malaysia, the teak timberlands of Burma, and the clamoring city roads of Rangoon and Singapore, 

demonstrating the veracity of the destruction of the Burmese government and the ascent and fall 

of the English Realm. A masterful and energetically point by point family adventure set in south-

focal Asia against the turbulent background of the twentieth hundred years.' 

In his next work of fiction, The Eager Tide (2004), Ghosh brings out a shadow line that in specific 

regards eclipses even that of his subsequent book. The Sundarbans is an immense area of mangrove 

woods on the Eastern shoreline of India, a lot of it lowered, and spreading, with little regard for 

human topography across India and Bangladesh. A borderless, unfriendly, momentary zone that is 

neither land nor water, this wrapped and misleading scene frames an impossible setting to this 

mesmerizing story of experience and love. 

Ocean of Poppies (2008) marks the launch of an awe-inspiring set of three that consolidates and 

broadens Ghosh's laid out interests in the worldwide narratives of diaspora, development and 

movement. The novel is set on board the 'Ibis', an old slaving transport whose team joins a 

progression of obscure figures, sailors, rebels and castaways in a journey across the Indian Sea. 

Contrasting Ocean of Poppies well and both Herman Melville and Joseph Conrad, John Thieme 

has said that '… in the event that Amitav Ghosh can support its brightness in the two excess parts, 

his 'Ibis' set of three will without a doubt come to be viewed as one of the show-stoppers of twenty-

first century fiction'. 

CONCLUSION 
Indian writing in English has stepped its greatness by stirring up advancement and custom in the 

creation of workmanship. Moreover, the oral transmission of scholarly Indian works made strides 

gradually. It framed a permanent imprint in the heart and psyche of the admirers of workmanship. 

Amitav Ghosh is one of the postmodernists. Ghosh is monstrously impacted by the social and 

political milieu of post free country. Ghosh winds around the mysterious reasonable plot alongside 

postmodern foundation. Postcolonial relocation to the far off country is one more quality of 

postmodernism. Incongruity assumes a significant part in the postmodern fiction. Ghosh is 

extremely cautious in utilizing the vernacular records and English. Ghosh works on a rich and 
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cognizant custom in Indian English fiction, a practice which incorporates Shashi Deshpande and 

R.K. Narayan. In Amitav Ghosh books, The Glass Royal residence, Stream of Smoke and Ocean 

of Poppies , the post-expansionism, postmodern attributes and the treatment of diaspora are clearly 

present. 

Ghosh was a productive Indian Bengali essayist has a place with the Diasporic people group. Every 

one of his books impacted by the impact of dejection. The migration and distance as a reality holds 

an extraordinary spot in Diasporic works. Every one of his books investigates the feeling of 

sentimentality. The unpleasant impact of losing country is viewed as the principal part of diasporic 

works. The disengagement in the characters makes sense of the extraordinary feeling of diasporic 

sufferings. 
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