
e-ISSN 2320 –7876 www.ijfans.org  

Vol.11, Iss.12, 2022 

Research Paper        © 2012 IJFANS. All Rights Reserved, UGC CARE Listed (Group -I) Journal 

 

459 
© 2022 International Journal of Food and Nutritional Sciences 

Evaluation of Foreign Direct Investment in 

Insurance Sector in India 

Satya Paul Sharma 

Research Scholar 

School of Business Studies 

Sharda University, Greater Noida- 201301 

Email Id - sharma.satpal85@gmail.com 

 

Prof. Sunil Joshi 

Professor 

School of Business Studies, 

Sharda University, Greater Noida- 201301 

Email ID- sunil.joshi@sharda.ac.in 

 

Abstract 

The idea of what constitutes a "foreign" entity is deeply ingrained in virtually every part of 

the Indian mentality. This word, which in the popular mind connotes modernization, foreign 

brands, and acquisitions by MNCs, has received additional significance as a result of the 

reforms that were launched by the Indian Government in the year 1991. These types of 

investments are "usually preferred over other forms of external finance because they are non-

volatile and their returns depend on the performance of the projects financed by the 

investors." Also, foreign direct investment helps to ease the process of international trade as 

well as the exchange of knowledge, expertise, and technology. The importance of direct 

investment from foreign companies to the expansion of the global economy is expanding. 

This study focuses primarily on the topic of FDI in the insurance sector as well as the 

importance of FDIC to the Indian insurance industry. Although though the economy is in a 

downward trend, the insurance industry in India has a significant amount of untapped 

potential, and it is anticipated that the flow of foreign direct investment would increase in the 

near future. This study will aim to present the current state of foreign direct investment in 

India's insurance business. At this time, foreign direct investments are only allowed to make 

up 26% of the insurance business. The size of the overall insurance market would approach 

$60 billion USD. It is anticipated that foreign direct investments' contribution to the 

insurance industry will approach close to two billion dollars if the insurance sector is opened 

up to foreign direct investments to the level of 49%. 
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Introduction 

The concept of what it means for anything to be considered "foreign" is firmly embedded in 

practically every facet of the Indian mentality. As a result of the reforms that were initiated 

by the Indian Government in the year 1991, this word, which in the common perception 

connotes modernization, foreign brands, and acquisitions by MNCs, has earned new 

significance as a result of the changes that have been made. In a broad sense, the term 

"foreign direct investment" (FDI) refers to the process through which money is brought in 

from other countries with the intention of being invested in the productive capacity of an 

economy. These kinds of investments are "generally chosen over other forms of external 

funding since they are non-volatile and their returns depend on the performance of the 

projects backed by the investors," according to a study published in the Journal of Banking 

and Finance. Developing countries are able to build a policy environment that is open, 

comprehensive, and productive in regard to investment matters as a result of the influx of 

foreign direct investment (FDI). Additionally, it assists these countries in the establishment of 

the institutional and human resources necessary to carry out the policies in question. Because 

it encourages the practise of saving money, which in turn creates cash that can be invested for 

the long term and used for the development of physical infrastructure, the insurance industry 

is extremely important to every economy that is in the process of developing. This is because 

the insurance industry encourages people to save money. These funds are readily available 

for investment in the construction of physical infrastructure because the nature of the 

insurance business, which provides a steady supply of cash (the payout is staggered and 

connected to contingencies), makes it possible to do so. The payout is staggered and 

connected to contingencies. Every year, it contributes a sizeable amount to the Gross 

Domestic Product. 1999 was the year that the government of the Union for the first time 

allowed private firms to engage in the insurance market. At the same time, the government 

also opened the door for those companies to have up to 26% of their equity come from 

sources outside the country. As a direct result of the decision made to make the insurance 

market open to competition from the private sector, a number of companies have made the 

decision to enter the insurance industry.  

History of Insurance 

One individual, known as the "insurer," and another individual, known as the "assured," enter 

into a contract with one another in which the "insurer" agrees to pay the "assured" in 

exchange for an agreed-upon consideration known as the "premium,". It is generally accepted 

that this agreement pertains to an insurance policy. All different kinds of insurance have been 
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developed for one reason: to shield policyholders and their businesses from the perils that 

threaten human life and economic activity. Those who are interested in purchasing life 

insurance do so with the intention of either providing a fund from which their creditors can be 

paid off or assuring those who are financially dependent on them that they would maintain a 

particular standard of living in the event that they pass away. Those who are interested in 

purchasing life insurance do so with the intention of providing a fund from which their 

debtors can be paid off. Individuals who are interested in it make an effort to shield 

themselves from potential disasters by the purpose of financial gain, to bear the risk that is 

involved with the endeavour. Individuals that are interested in it will also make an effort to 

protect themselves and others from harm. In India, the practise of purchasing insurance can 

be traced back quite a ways into the country's history. It is stated at some point in Manu's 

(Manusmrithi), Yagnavalkya's (Dharmasastra), and Kautilya's (Dharmasastra) writings, as 

well as in Kautilya's work (Arthasastra). The works investigate the concept of pooling one's 

resources into a single reservoir for the purpose of redistribution in the event of catastrophes 

such as fires, floods, epidemics, or starvation. It is not out of the question that something 

analogous occurred in times past, prior to the conception of the contemporary concept of 

insurance. Some of the first remains of insurance were found in the history of ancient India, 

which dates back to the Vedic period. Over the course of history, the laws and practises of 

other countries, mainly England, have played a key role in the development of the insurance 

market in India, which has resulted in the sector's rapid expansion. 

Objectives of Study: 

1. To be aware of one's own strengths and opportunities, as well as one's own 

weaknesses and potential dangers. 

2. To have an understanding of the relevance of FDI for the Indian insurance sector. 

3. To have an understanding of the challenges those are currently being addressed by the 

insurance industry in India. 

4. To learn the reasons why some parties are opposed to increasing FDI in the insurance 

business 

5. To get an understanding of the challenges that face foreign direct investment (FDI) in 

India's insurance industry. 
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SWOT ANALYSIS 

Strengths/Opportunity 

1. As far as insurance goods are concerned, India is one of the most affordable countries in 

Asia (as opposed to China, which spends USD 36.3 per capita on insurance products, while 

Indians pay USD 16.4). 

2. The occurrence of these events played a significant role in pushing the real growth of the 

firm to the extent that it increased life premiums by 19% and non-life premiums by 11.1% 

between the years 1999 and 2003. 

3. Despite having a vast population, India is becoming more prosperous on a per capita 

basis. 

4. India's middle income is quickly growing and developing into a market with potential 

for profit. 

5. A stronger Indian economy in the future will lead to a faster increase in per capita 

income, which in turn will result in a greater need for insurance. 

6. The market can continue to have healthy development for another 30–40 years until it is 

considered saturated. 

7. In the areas of personal injury, health, and other liability classes, there is significant 

untapped potential for growth. 

8. Future demand growth for these types of businesses will be driven by increasing 

household incomes and an increased understanding of potential risks. 

9. The health insurance market has the potential to play a significant role in propelling the 

overall development of the insurance sector. 

Weakness/Threats 

1. There is no doubt that India is one of the most affordable countries in Asia when it 

comes to insurance prices (comparing to China, where consumers spend USD 36.3 per 

capita on insurance products, while Indians only pay USD 16.4). 

2. As public sector insurance companies continue to lead the insurance market despite the 

deregulation of the industry, they continue to be industry leaders. 
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3. A growing number of non-price competitions, such as intense advertisement warfare, 

will ultimately hurt consumers by increasing expenses. 

4. The current tariff system would need to be reformed, which will be a significant obstacle 

for the non-life insurance business in India. Pricing-wise, the Indian non-life sector is still 

subject to a great deal of regulation. GIC is the only company that offers reinsurance. 

5. The percentage of foreign companies operating in the insurance market in India is quite 

low, despite the fact that the industry in India is highly concentrated. 

6. The sector, as well as the economy as a whole, is put under pressure by the strong 

growth prospects to improve how they manage their vulnerability to natural hazards. 

7. The Foreign Partners Have a Questionable Reputation in the Industry 

The Nationalized Era 

The Insurance Reform Act of 1950, which became a law in 1950, had the direct and 

immediate effect of requiring Main Agencies to cease all of their operations. This was one 

of the consequences of the act's passage into law in 1950. This transpired as a direct 

consequence of the act being enacted into law. This was the immediate and straightforward 

repercussion of what had taken place earlier. On the other hand, there were a great many 

different insurance companies; hence, there was a very high degree of competition as a 

direct result of this aspect of the situation. [There should be additional citations for this 

sentence.] In addition to this, it was speculated that the company engaged in dishonest 

methods of conducting business. As a result of this, the government of India arrived to the 

opinion that the insurance industry ought to be brought under the supervision of the state. 

The fact that this event took place in the territory of India played a significant role in the 

prompt formation of this decision, which was reached straight away. On January 19 of that 

same year, an ordinance was passed that authorised the nationalisation of the life insurance 

industry, and at the same time, the Life Insurance Corporation was established. Both of 

these events took place simultaneously. These two occurrences took place right beside one 

another. Both of these things occurred at the same moment, simultaneously. Both of these 

things occurred at the same moment, simultaneously. On January 19, 1956, this bill was 

finally approved after being debated and voted on in both the House of Representatives and 

the Senate. After that, it was enacted as a law. The Life Insurance Corporation of India 

(LIC) was the organisation that was in charge of the acquisition of a total of 245 separate 

insurance firms in addition to 75 provident societies. This task was accomplished by 
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merging these entities together. The assets of each of these organisations were combined 

into a single entity in order to successfully complete this assignment. 

Of the total, 154 were found to be situated within the borders of India, while the remaining 

16 were found to be located in a location that was not India. The Life Insurance 

Corporation (LIC) maintained its position as the only provider of insurance across the 

entirety of the United Kingdom until the late 1990s, when the market for insurance was 

finally opened to competition from the private sector. At that time, the market for insurance 

was opened to competition from the private sector. The London Insurance Company (LIC) 

maintained its position as the sole insurance provider active in the United Kingdom during 

the entirety of this time period. After a journey that has spanned the entirety of this 

millennium and nearly two centuries, the annals of insurance history have at last returned 

full circle to the point where they first began. The beginning of the 1990s marked the 

beginning of the process of re-opening the sector, and we have seen it open up 

tremendously over the course of the previous decade and more. The beginning of the 1990s 

also marked the beginning of the process of re-opening the sector. The procedure that 

would ultimately result in the reopening of the sector started at the beginning of the 1990s 

and continued throughout the decade. This was a highly significant event that took place. It 

wasn't until the beginning of the 1990s that the first official steps were taken to start the 

process of reopening the industry, and those efforts were carried out throughout the rest of 

the decade. The year 1990 marked the beginning of the process of reopening the industry. 

It wasn't until the beginning of the 1990s that the first official steps were taken to start the 

process of reopening the industry, and those efforts were carried out throughout the rest of 

the decade. The year 1990 marked the beginning of the process of reopening the industry. 

The year 1990 marked the start of the process that would eventually lead to the industry 

being reopened. In the year 1993, the Government of India selected RN Malhotra, a former 

Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, to head a committee that was tasked with 

formulating recommendations for reforms in the insurance industry. Malhotra was chosen 

for this role because the Government of India believed that he was best qualified to carry 

out this responsibility. After being chosen by the Government of India, Malhotra was 

assigned the job of carrying it out. The Government of India decided to appoint Malhotra 

to this position because they consider him to be the best qualified candidate in terms of his 

prior expertise to lead the committee in question. After being selected by the Government 

of India, Malhotra was handed the reins to this job. As a result of Malhotra's selection by 

the Government of India to manage the organisation, he has been given the responsibility 
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of carrying out these responsibilities. The Government of India proposed Malhotra for this 

role, and he accepted the nomination with the understanding that he would be responsible 

for all of its tasks. In 1994, the committee handed in its report, which contained a variety of 

various proposals and recommendations at the time it was written. The idea that the market 

for insurance should be opened up to competition from the private sector was one of these 

recommendations. That was one of the recommendations that was put into action since in 

the end it was decided that this particular item should be included in the report. They 

contended that international corporations ought to be allowed to enter the Indian market by 

means of floating domestic enterprises, and that this entry ought to, ideally, take the shape 

of a joint venture with Indian partners in business. This entry ought to be authorised to take 

place in India. This entry ought to be allowed to take place in the form of a joint venture 

with Indian partners in business. Under these conditions, it would be OK for international 

companies to enter the market so long as they did so through the medium of Indian 

companies operating as intermediaries. In 1999, in response to the recommendations that 

were included in the report that was produced by the Malhotra Committee, an independent 

organisation was established for the purpose of regulating and developing the insurance 

business. This organization's name was the Insurance Industry Regulatory Authority 

(IIRA). The Insurance Industry Regulatory Authority was the name of this particular entity 

(IIRA). The Insurance Industry Regulatory Authority was the name of this particular entity 

(IIRA). The Insurance Regulation and Development Authority is the name that is now 

given to this organisation (IRDA). In August of 2000, the IRDA made the first move 

towards opening the market by issuing a request for applications for registrations. This was 

the first step towards opening the market. The beginning of the market's liberalisation 

could be interpreted from this action's significance. As a result of this authorisation being 

obtained, it is now feasible for foreign companies to own as much as 26% of the 

corporation. The General Insurance Corporation of India went through the process of 

changing into a national reinsurer during the month of December in the year 2000. At the 

same time, its subsidiaries went through the process of being reorganised as independent 

enterprises. This procedure took place concurrently. In July of 2002, the government of 

Canada as a whole gave its approval to a piece of legislation that would split GIC's four 

subsidiaries apart from the main firm. On today's private market, there is a diverse 

selection of insurance companies offering their services.The table below shows the breakup 

of insurance companies:- 
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Type of 

Business 

No of Public Sector 

Companies 

No of Private Sector 

Companies 

Total 

Companies 

Life Insurance 01 20 21 

General 

Insurance 

06 14 20 

Re insurance 01 0 1 

Total 08 34 42 

Source:www.irda.org 

The Life Insurance Company and the General Insurance Corporation, both of which are 

controlled by the state, along with each of their four subsidiaries, used to have an 

overwhelming level of control over the insurance market in India. However, this has since 

changed. However, in 1999, a measure that would form the Insurance Regulatory and 

Development Authority (IRDA) was enacted, and as a result, the industry was opened up to 

competition from both domestic and international businesses. Since then, the players' 

combined share of the market has been consistently growing. The Committee for Reforms in 

the Insurance Industry was founded by the government in 1992 as part of broader attempts to 

reform the financial industry as a whole. These efforts are still ongoing (also known as the 

Committee for Reforms in the Insurance Industry). In the study that it distributed at the 

beginning of 1994, it suggested boosting the transparency of the market as a means of 

encouraging involvement from the private sector.  

Current Status of FDI in Insurance Sector 

While at the end of the year 2000, life insurance switched over to being a privately owned 

business. The Indian government has opened the life insurance industry to competition, 

which has made it simpler for private businesses and international competitors to enter the 

market. In terms of innovative products, smart marketing, and aggressive distribution. This 

draws customers towards the private life insurance companies and enables them to sign up 

Indian customers faster than anyone anticipated. The present condition of affairs has revealed 

that there are 22 separate private life insurance companies that are active in the Indian 

market. Indians, who have traditionally viewed life insurance as a method for reducing their 

tax liability, are suddenly shifting their attention to the private sector and buying up the new 

innovative products that are being offered to customers and investment plans. This represents 

a big paradigm change for a population that has traditionally seen life insurance as a way to 

reduce the amount of taxes they are responsible for paying. This constitutes a significant shift 

in perspective for a population that, traditionally speaking, has seen life insurance as a way to 

http://www.irda.org/
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reduce the total amount of taxes that they are liable for paying throughout their lifetime. The 

growth of life insurance businesses in India was extremely astounding, reaching 36%, with 

premium income reaching 24.29 billion in the year 2003-2004 and 253.43 billion during the 

fiscal year 2004-2005. In addition, during the year 2003-2004, total assets under management 

for life insurance companies in India reached a record high of 58.29 billion. In addition, 

during the year 2003-2004, the total number of lives covered by life insurance policies in 

India was 1.32 billion. The total amount of money received from premiums in 2003-2004 was 

24.29 billion, and it increased to 253.43 billion the following year. During this time period, 

the private life insurance firms in India provided a strong threat to the life insurance 

companies that were already functioning in the nation. Such companies were already thriving 

in India. Despite the fact that the LIC was able to accomplish an increase in business of 

21.87% and reach a total of 197.86 billion rupees in the year 2004-2005 by selling 2.4 billion 

in new policies, they were still unable to meet their goal. This was due to the fact that they 

were unable to meet their target market share. The company's market share as a Private 

Player increased by 129% between 2004 and 2005, reaching a total of Rs 55.57 billion by the 

end of that time. The Indian insurance industry is well positioned for great growth as it has 

yearly growth rates ranging from 15–20%, the highest number of existing life insurance 

policies in force worldwide, and a massive market for potential customers. It was estimated 

that the total value of the insurance market would be 450 billion rupees for the 2004-2005 

fiscal year. For the financial year 2008-2009, the insurance sector in India generated a total of 

30 billion rupees in income, representing a 17% rise over the previous year. The nation's 

gross domestic product is calculated to be 7.6% of the world total. After the consideration to 

extend the restriction of foreign direct investment in the insurance business. A record-

breaking first quarter of the year was had by the Private Life Insurance Companies in 2009. 

This was due to a 13.22% increase in first year premiums and a 20.36 % increase in the 

number of policies sold as a direct result of the consideration to extend the restriction. During 

the 2007-2008 fiscal year, Life Insurance experienced a growth in revenue of around 23.3%, 

which translates to approximately 930 billion rupees. We are able to discuss the year 2002-

2003, which was a time when the overall major collection of a public firm was 54,6228.49 cr 

and the total collection of five selected private sector companies was 733.52 cr. We can talk 

about this year since we are able to talk about the year 2002-2003. We are also able to 

analyse the year 2004-2005, during which the total noteworthy collection of a public firm 

was 75127.29 cr, and in a comparative analysis with selected private enterprises, the total 

collection of premium was somewhere around 4402.29 cr. We are able to analyse both of 

these years because we have access to historical data. The total premiums collected from a 
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selection of private businesses rose to a total of 27979.99 cr during the fiscal year 2007-08, 

which was significantly higher than the total collection from public firms, which was 

149789.99 cr. During the same time period, the total collection from public firms was 

149789.99 cr. When compared to the total collection of premiums that took place during the 

previous session 2009-10 by selected private enterprises, which amounted to 16,495.86 cr, 

the amount that a public company brought in from total premium collections was around 

1,85,985 cr. The rising sums of premiums that have been collected throughout each of the 

country's succeeding fiscal years have led to the rapid expansion of the insurance sector in 

India, which can be linked, at least in part, to the fact that India is experiencing rapid 

economic growth. This article presents the end result of the number of insurance companies 

and their market share. Together, these two figures illustrate the degree to which life 

insurance companies have entered the marketplaces in Indian. This degree of penetration 

illustrates both the productive growth and the beneficial consequences that can be obtained 

via the utilisation of foreign investment in the life insurance company. Both of these 

outcomes can be accomplished via the use of foreign investment. The entry of new 

businesses into the market that offer life insurance as a product has resulted in an 

improvement in the level of service provided by existing life insurance providers. LIC's 

career has been going from bad to worse beginning in the year 2000 and continuing onward 

as a direct result of this, which has resulted in the market share being dispersed across a 

number of various private companies as a direct consequence of this. During the 2009–2010 

fiscal year, the Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) managed to keep its market share at 

the same level of 65% as it had been the previous year. India is home to a large number of 

life insurance businesses. Despite this, impending qualities of these private competitors are 

growing the capacity to present LIC with new competition in the not too distant future. 

Despite the fact that LIC's marketshare has dropped from 95% (2002-2003) to 81% (2004-

2005), they still hold 74.39% of the market in the current financial year (2007-2008). The 

remaining market share is held by the following private enterprises. The central government 

has just proposed increasing the amount of foreign direct investment (FDI) in insurance to 

49% as part of the second round of changes that was just recently unveiled. The percentage of 

a private insurance company's total capital that can come from investments from outside the 

country is currently capped at 26%. Yet, in the event that a modification to the Insurance Act 

is approved during the upcoming session of Parliament, it has been suggested that this ceiling 

be raised to 49% of the total capital of the businesses if it is to be increased at all. P 

Chidambaram, the Minister of Finance, made the following statement when the decision was 

made public: "the advantages of this revision to the insurance legislation will accrue to the 
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private sector insurance businesses," and that "that capital will be facilitated with the rise in 

foreign participation to 49%." In addition to this, he made it very clear that this will not be 

applicable to insurance businesses that are a part of the public sector, such as the Life 

Insurance Company of India (LIC) and the five general insurance companies. At this time, 

the country is home to 44 private insurance firms that have been granted permission to 

conduct business. These companies came into existence once the insurance market was 

opened to competition from the private sector in the year 2000: 23 companies specialising in 

life insurance, 17 companies specialising in general insurance, and four companies 

specialising in health insurance. Each of these businesses is a partnership between Indian 

entrepreneurs, who can own as much as 76 percent of the company, and abroad insurance 

firms, who can own as much as 26 percent, as is required by the regulation. The Indian 

businesspeople can own as much as 76 percent of the company. If foreign corporations who 

have big pockets are permitted to invest up to 49% of the capital, then those foreign 

corporations will be able to fill this gap. It is projected that the private insurance businesses 

will require additional capital equalling around 60,000 crore during the course of the coming 

five years. This projection is based on current market conditions. This is because the local 

partner was previously required to put matching money into the company. This is due to the 

fact that the limit on FDI had hitherto been set at 25%. This is because in the past, the FDI 

quota was previously established at 25% of the total investment. Because increasing its stake 

will assist it in acquiring a larger portion of the overall pie, and because increasing its stock 

will also allow it to play a larger role in managing the company according to its ways, the 

international partner will be more than pleased to increase its shareholding in the company. 

Because of these two advantages, the international partner will be more than happy to 

increase the proportion of the business that it owns. As a direct consequence of this fact, it 

will be to the advantage of multi-national insurance firms to establish significant operations 

in India. 

Problems Facing the Indian Insurance Sector: 

The action taken by the government was designed to accomplish two goals: first, the 

establishment of a monopoly, and second, the protection of that monopoly from domestic 

and foreign competition. The question that needs to be answered at this point is, "What 

were the consequences of taking such a careful approach?" The insurance sector faced 

challenges such as inadequate product quality, a lack of funds, and falling behind in 

technology improvements, all of which contributed to the industry's problem. In the year 

2000, only 2.4% of people in India had any kind of life insurance coverage, which is an 

extremely low rate. 
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There is a large lack of adequate information on the necessity of insurance, and the 

payment of insurance premiums is seen as a way to avoid paying taxes and earn savings. In 

addition to this, India is a country that is home to a sizeable population that is comprised of 

people who are classified as belonging to the lower middle class. Many individuals who are 

putting in a lot of effort but still aren't able to make ends meet may view paying their 

monthly insurance premiums as a luxury expense. 

It is now much more challenging for regular individuals to put money into investments due 

to the increasingly restrictive and expensive programmes that is now accessible on the 

market. 

In India's more rural regions, the situation is a good deal worse. There is a relatively small 

portion of the population that actually possesses a bank account, and the concept of 

obtaining insurance is nearly unheard of. Because people only have a certain amount of 

money available for discretionary expenditure, joint family insurance is the only type of 

life insurance that can be purchased. 

Myths about Hike in FDI in Insurance From 26% to 49% Myth  

1: Is It Necessary to Raise the Fdi Limit in Order to Improve Insurance Penetration? No! 

There is no requirement for financial exchanges on a global scale. 

Based on projections made by IRDA, the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) estimates that 

additional funding in the amount of Rs. 60,000crores will be necessary from 2010 to 2015 in 

order for there to be an increase in the number of people who have insurance in the country. 

If the restriction is removed, then international partners will contribute despite the fact that 

the requirement for Indian partners to invest 74% of capital at the moment provides a hurdle. 

On the other hand, the Chairman of the IRDA stated in front of the Parliamentary Standing 

Committee that these projections are "just plain arithmetic" and "not very precise." 

Companies operating in the public sector that are in the insurance industry have high hopes 

that they will be able to access domestic capital markets whenever they have a requirement 

for additional funding. There is no requirement to wear a cap when hiking. 

Myth 2: The FDI Limit Has to Be Raised in Order to Boost the Amount That Is Spent on 

Infrastructure. No! About seventieth of all investments in physical infrastructure are done by 

non-life enterprises that are controlled by the government and traded on public exchanges. 

The fact that private insurance businesses in India that have foreign partners are more 

concerned with maximising their profits than they are with investing in the country's 

infrastructure should not come as a surprise to anyone. Even though the United Progressive 
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Alliance (UPA) claims that investments in the sector of essential infrastructure are necessary 

and that an increase in foreign direct investment will enable private insurers to increase their 

spending on infra, it is abundantly clear that investments are necessary in the sector of 

essential infrastructure. The UPA also asserts that an increase in foreign direct investment 

will enable private insurers to increase their spending on infra. Although it should be obvious 

that private insurers with foreign partners are more concerned with profits than they are with 

investing in the construction of India, the reality is that this is still the case, despite the fact 

that it should be obvious that this is the case. This is the case despite the fact that it should be 

obvious that this is the case. When compared to the private sector during the period of 2009-

2010, the LIC's portion of investment in infrastructure was 70%, while the share of general 

insurers operating in the public sector was 71%. Both of these figures are in comparison to 

the LIC's portion of investment in infrastructure being 70%. Both percentages are expressed 

in comparison to the private sector. These two percentages are discussed in relation to the 

proportion of total investment that is contributed by the private sector. There is not the 

slightest connection at all between the presence of foreign equity and an increase in the total 

amount of money that is spent on improving a nation's infrastructure in any way, shape, or 

form at all. Both of these results are wholly distinct from one another and absolutely 

unrelated to one another. 

Wrong! Myth 3: In order to Improve Product Offered, an Increase in the FDI Cap Is 

Required. The current limit of 26% is more than sufficient to accommodate the introduction 

of innovative technologies and products. 

The product catalogues that are made available by public sector insurers are on par with those 

that are made available by their counterparts in the private sector. The overwhelming 

majority of new products that are being released by international insurers are of an 

investment-oriented nature. These items come with a HUGE RISK attached to them, and they 

are not in the least bit suited for the purpose of delivering social security to the people of 

India, particularly the aamaadmi (the common people) and the underprivileged. It is ludicrous 

that the exact same grounds are now being used to justify increasing the maximum amount 

that can be invested through direct foreign investment (FDI). The government cited these 

factors in order to justify raising the maximum percentage of foreign ownership in a company 

to 26%, and assurances were provided that the ceiling would not be raised further. 

Issues in FDI in Insurance Sector: 

The efficiency of organisations that have received investment from other countries (FDI) 

Since this market was opened up to participation from the private sector in 1999, private 

companies have had the ability to hold foreign equity comprising up to 26 percent of their 
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total capital. As a direct consequence of this, twelve different businesses from the private 

sector have made the decision to enter the market for life insurance. There are currently 

eight private firms operating in the industry of general insurance, and six of those 

companies have overseas investors who own a total of 26% of the companies' total capital. 

Both Reliance and Cholamandalam, which are private competitors in the general insurance 

industry, do not have any foreign equity invested in their respective businesses. There was 

a total loss of Rs. 38633 lakhs that was incurred by private life insurers as a whole. When 

compared to the surplus of Rs. 9620 crores that the LIC earned, this figure is significantly 

lower. In the field of general insurance, four out of the eight private insurers reported losses 

in 2002-2003, with the Reliance emerging as the most successful participant despite the 

absence of any foreign participation in the company. This was the case despite the fact that 

there are no foreign investors in the Reliance. Notwithstanding the fact that there were no 

outside investors involved in the Reliance, this was the situation nonetheless. In point of 

fact, the six private players that were backed by investors from outside the industry racked 

up a total loss of 294 lakhs rupees during the course of their business endeavours. This sum 

represents the total amount of money that they lost. After deducting the amount that they 

were required to pay in taxes, public sector insurers operating in the general insurance 

market were able to accumulate a total profit of Rs. 62570,000 rupees. 

In light of the recent events that took place during the recent global financial crisis, which 

saw firms like AIG, Lehman Brothers, and Goldman Sachs fail, the idea that foreign 

companies will bring in more experience and professionalism into the existing system is 

questionable. This is because of the recent events that took place. In recent years, the world 

has been afflicted by a financial crisis on a scale previously unseen. Because of the recent 

occurrences, the dependability of multinational organisations has been called into question. 

This is a direct outcome of what has taken place. Previous to this, the United States 

securities and insurance regulators were investigating The Prudential Financial Services, 

which is ICICI's partner in India. This investigation took place in the United States.This 

investigation was taking place before this most recent development. The inquiry was 

carried out over a period of time. An investigation into the actions of the company was 

initiated as a result of allegations that the company had forged signatures and documents as 

well as pushed customers to sign blank forms. These allegations were the impetus for the 

investigation. This came about as a consequence of the company having previously paid a 

total of $2.6 billion in 1997 to settle a class-action lawsuit that alleged unlawful insurance 

sales practises, in addition to having paid a total of $65 million in fines to state insurance 

regulators in the year 1996. The lawsuit alleged that the company engaged in unlawful 
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insurance sales practises. Both of these occurrences took place before this one did. AMP 

put a halt to its life activities in June of 2003 in order to focus on developing its new 

business. In 2002, Royal Sun Alliance made the same decision as other very successful 

businesses and shut down their operations. According to the findings of a recent study that 

was carried out by the consulting firm Mercer Oliver Wyman, European life insurance 

companies are suffering from an astoundingly large deficit in capital, amounting to an 

astounding 60 billion Euros. The study was carried out to determine the state of the 

industry in Europe. According to the Mercer Oliver Wyman Report, insurers in Germany, 

Switzerland, France, and the United Kingdom suffer from significant capital deficiency as 

a direct result of making risky investments in equities and debt instruments in the past. 

These insurers' actions contributed to their current predicament. Countries such as 

Germany, France, and the United Kingdom are included in this category. The fact that the 

insurers chose to engage in both equity and debt vehicles was the seed that eventually grew 

into a full-blown catastrophe for them. This is because the foreign insurance companies 

will be operating in a time when the developed countries are debating the merits of 

regulating activities of this kind. This is due to the fact that the foreign insurance 

businesses will begin operations during a period in which the developed countries are 

debating the relative benefits of regulating activities of this kind. 

Because this is one of the most important roles that the insurance industry plays in the 

economy, which involves the mobilisation of national savings and the channelling of those 

savings into investments in various parts of the economy, more of the nation's savings 

ought to be channelled into the insurance sector. This is one of the most important roles 

that the insurance industry plays in the economy. Despite the fact that the insurance market 

was deregulate in 1999, it does not appear that there has been a significant difference in the 

way in which the insurance industry has been able to mobilise savings. As a direct 

consequence of this, neither the private nor the multilateral effort has been fruitful in terms 

of achieving the desired end. 

The primary goal of life insurance is to save money for the purpose of contributing to the 

growth of the economy through long-term investments in the social and infrastructural 

sectors. The secondary goal of life insurance is to facilitate the flow of cash into 

infrastructure as a result of saving money. This is made possible by offering policyholders 

cash protection in the event that they pass away before their coverage expires. A 

comparable argument was made, which suggested that liberalising the insurance market 

would make it possible for a significant increase in the amount of funds pouring into 

infrastructure. This argument was also pushed. Yet, more than half of the plans that they 
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sell are unit-linked investment products, also known as ULIPS. This indicates that the 

investments are placed in the stock markets. A study found that during the years 2003-

2004, more than eighty percent of the insurance policies offered by ICICI Prudential and 

more than ninety-five percent of the insurance policies sold by Birla Sun Life were unit-

linked plans. Because of the structure of these programmes, more than half of the available 

money are earmarked for equity investments. Because of this, there is less money available 

to be invested in the physical infrastructure of the country. On the other hand, as of the 31st 

of March in the year 2003, the LIC had a total investment of Rs. 40,000 crore in 

endeavours that were associated with the social sector. These investments covered a wide 

range of fields, including the production of electricity, the transportation of goods by road, 

the distribution of water, and the construction of homes. According to the data presented by 

IRDA, the proportion of life and non-life insurance companies operating in the public 

sector that contribute to investments in infrastructure appears to be more than their market 

share. Although the limit on foreign direct investment was set at 26%, the majority of the 

investment from the insurance industry into the infrastructure sector came from public 

sector firms. This was the case despite the fact that the quota on foreign direct investment 

was established at 26%. Notwithstanding the fact that there was a cap on the amount of 

foreign direct investment that could be made (26%), this was nonetheless the case. Hence, 

raising the ceiling on the amount of foreign direct investment (FDI) that can be made in the 

insurance industry in order to better mobilise resources is not a good strategy. 

Comments of Political Parties Regarding Raising FDI in Insurance Sector in India 

The North Zone Insurance Workers Association has voiced its opposition to a plan that has 

been proposed by the government to increase the amount of foreign direct investment (FDI) 

in the insurance sector from 26% to 48%. The plan would see the current percentage of FDI 

in the insurance sector remain the same (NZIEA). They stated that an increase in the quantity 

of foreign direct investment (FDI) in the industry would "be of no advantage to the country," 

but that it would be of assistance to the speculative market in the primary sense. 

Participating at a press conference while delivering a presentation at the same time According 

to Anil Kumar According to Bhatnagar, the general secretary of the NZIEA, the insurance 

laws (amendment) bill, 2008 was just recently approved by the Central, and efforts were 

being made to ensure that it was presented to the RajyaSabha for consideration. Anil Kumar 

Bhatnagar was the one who provided us with this information. According to Bhatnagar, the 

report that the Parliamentary standing committee that had been headed by the ex-finance 

minister Yashwant Sinha and that had submitted its report to the parliament in December 
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2013 with unanimous support stated that the committee had voted against increasing FDI in 

the insurance sector stated that the committee had submitted its report to the parliament with 

unanimous support stated that the committee had voted against increasing FDI in the 

insurance sector according to the report that the committee had submitted its report to the 

parliament with unanimous support At the time that the report was submitted, Yashwant 

Sinha was acting as the nation's Minister of Finance in his capacity as a cabinet member. 

The Communist Party of India (Marxist), which is opposed to opening up the insurance and 

pension sectors, has stated that the measures made by the Cabinet will make India's financial 

sector more susceptible to the influence of speculative financial capital. This statement was 

made in response to the fact that the Communist Party of India (Marxist) is opposed to 

opening up the insurance and pension sectors. This statement was made in reaction to the fact 

that the Communist Party of India (Marxist) is against opening up the insurance and pension 

sectors to more competition. This comment was made in reaction to the fact that the 

Communist Party of India (Marxist) has said that it is opposed to opening up the insurance 

and pension industries to competition. 

Advantages of FDI in Insurance Sector 

1. Capital for development: Foreign direct investment (FDI) has the potential to fulfil 

India's long-term capital requirements in order to support the establishment of 

infrastructures, which is essential for the development of the country. In other words, 

foreign direct investment (FDI) might provide India with the capital it requires so that it 

can expand. This is due to the fact that India's long-term demands for capital may be able 

to be satisfied through foreign direct investment. 

2. Capital for expansion: The key factor that has served as the principal impediment to the 

continued development of the Indian economy has been the lack of sufficient 

infrastructure. The insurance sector has the ability to draw enormous sums of long-term 

capital from the general population since it is the only market in which people invest 

money for periods of up to 30 years or even longer. Not because of the investments 

themselves, but because it would encourage more people to invest in long-term funds, 

which would in turn fuel the expansion of the Indian economy, an increase in foreign direct 

investment (FDI) in the insurance sector would be beneficial to the Indian economy. This 

would be the case even though the investments themselves would not be the reason for the 

benefit. 

3. Greater Potential for Growth: The current level of insurance coverage in India is 

appallingly low, with insurance premiums accounting for approximately 3% of GDP, which 
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is significantly lower than the approximately 8% of GDP that is the global average for 

insurance premiums. Foreign direct investment (FDI) in the insurance sector would increase 

the penetration of insurance in India, which currently has an appallingly low level of 

insurance coverage. The potential for expansion of the insurance sector in India would be 

boosted as a result of this. This could be helped along by the marketing efforts of 

multinational corporations (MNCs), an increase in product innovation, an improvement in 

customer education, and other measures along these lines. 

4. Conforming to the Customs of the Rest of the World When compared to the insurance 

markets of other countries, India's market is much less developed in terms of the baseline 

statistic of insurance penetration. The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth rate in India is 

3.1%, which is much lower than the GDP growth rates in the United States (9.2%), the 

United Kingdom (12.5%), Japan (10.5%), and Korea (10.3%). The entire capitalizations of 

private life insurance companies are currently at Rs. 3179 core, although foreign direct 

investment (FDI) only amounts for Rs. 827 core of that total. 

5. Provide customers access to products that are competitive in the market, a greater variety 

of options, and improved service levels Customers would benefit in a variety of ways from 

the implementation of foreign direct investment (FDI) in the insurance industry, which 

would be good for business overall. A rise in the restrictions placed on foreign direct 

investment (FDI) would have a positive impact on a large number of different business 

sectors. On the other hand, there are a vast number of other areas, such as real estate, in 

which we could even do without FDI. 

Conclusion: 

 This is because of the experience of its limited role thus far in terms of facilitating 

investment in infrastructure, deepening insurance accessibility for the poor This is due to the 

fact that it has only played a limited role up until this point in terms of supporting 

investments in infrastructure and increasing insurance accessibility for the less fortunate. This 

is because, up until this point, it has only played a limited role in terms of supporting 

investments in infrastructure and boosting insurance accessibility for those who are less 

fortunate. This is why it is important for the government to take action. This is due to the fact 

that, up until this point, it has only played a limited role in terms of supporting investments in 

infrastructure and boosting insurance accessibility for people who are less fortunate. Hence, 

this is why this is the case. Because of this, it is essential for the government to take some 

kind of action. This is as a result of the fact that up until this point, it has only played a 
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limited role in terms of supporting investments in infrastructure, expanding the access that 

low-income people have to insurance, and other tasks that are related to these areas of 

responsibility. On the other hand, a greater participation of foreign capital may lead to the 

danger of exposing the economy to the vulnerabilities of the world market. This danger may 

be caused by the possibility of exposing the economy to the dangers of a global recession. If a 

larger amount of foreign currency is let into the economy, there is a possibility that this 

danger will be amplified.This is something that might happen if there is a possibility of 

exposing the economy to more foreign capital. This is due to the interrelated nature of 

financial markets all across the world. Because of this fragility, the economy may experience 

consequences that are not to its advantage. This is due to the fact that there is a great deal of 

unpredictability around the health of the global economy right now. Have in mind that this is 

something that must be considered, as it is necessary that this be done. Because of this, the 

typical person does not stand to benefit monetarily from purchasing insurance, particularly 

when considering it as a replacement for social security benefits. 
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