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ABSTRACT: The groundwater system is very important to both mankind and the 

environment. Aquifers are classified as confined, unconfined, leaky aquifers, or 

fractured aquifers according on the existence or lack of water table placement. 

The goal of this chapter is to explore groundwater characteristics and evaluation 

in the context of vertical Ground water (GW) distribution at all regional and 

municipal sizes, hydrological systems kinds, SW-GW interaction kinds, and SW-GW 

interaction The materials' physical qualities determine the aquifer's properties, 

which are determined using Surveys of resistivity and pumping experiments are 

accompanied by distant sense and geographical data systems for better 

groundwater system information. In watershed management, such as risk 

administration and aquifer systems assessment, it is also vital to investigate the 

SW-GW interactions utilizing readily available approaches. 

KEYWORDS: Aquifers, Ground water, Groundwater Resources, Quality Zones, 

surface water (SW). 

1. INTRODUCTION 

All subterranean liquid, Regions of saturation and saturated water are included, is 

referred to as groundwater (Mintenig et al., 2019). Additional than 1.5 million people 

throughout the world rely on groundwater for farming and industrialisation. However, 

pollution has been cited as one of the biggest roadblocks to GW phase. The interchange 

of The integrity of groundwater will be harmed by biochemical and mechanical 

characteristics in water, resulting in a reduction in the amount of water available to 

people (Alsalme et al., 2021). 
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Groundwater is deposited in rock/soil pore spaces, fissures, joints, and fractures, as 

well as in other geological formations (Sasakova et al., 2018). The hydraulic features 

of the form and magnitude of void spaces influence groundwater circulation in soils and 

rocks. Water may readily pass through some rocks and into the subsurface aquifer 

system via the soil, although it usually passes through fractures, fissures, and other 

geological structures (Loáiciga, 2003). Aquifers, aquitards, and aquicludes are three 

different kinds of groundwater geological formations that impact the availability of 

groundwater resources (Lari et al., 2014). 

An aquifer is a extremely holey or porous soaked credit that not only stores but also 

delivers appropriate quantities of water. The aquitard is a partly saturated structure 

(shale or clay) that enables water to pass through but does not offer as much water as 

the aquifer. An aquiclude is an impermeable layer (clay) that, due to its high porosity, 

generates a big quantity of water but does not deliver a significant amount of water 

(Albrektiene et al., 2012). 

Groundwater travels via flow paths of varying lengths regions of recharging to regions 

of release, and only comes into touch with surface water (SW) at low elevations 

(Hussain et al., 2021). As it works with the subsurface system and the hyporheic zone, 

surface water resources are primarily reliant on local snowfall, and it may be lost by 

penetration via riverbeds, soil water layers, and fissures or cracks (Hussain et al., 2021). 

Surface water and groundwater interaction may take numerous forms; for example, 

When ground rainwater enters the groundwater network, it's called a losing stream, 

while the opposite is referred to as a gaining stream. 

Interaction between surface water (SW) and water (GW) in the hyporheic region occur 

on a few scales within close-streambed sediments, depending on  bed shape and 

hydrodynamic prospective strength (Cerejeira et al., 2003). Earlier investigations of 

SW-GW interactions and hyporheic exchange employed three scales: sediment size (less 

than 1 m), local scale (1–1 km), and watershed scale (greater than 1 km) (Winter, 2007). 

Todd and Kemmis only found two scales: local and regional, which correspond to small 

and major watershed, accordingly. The pattern of river flows and the shallowness of 
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the GW aquifers, and local GW flow system are all linked to SW-GW interaction (Khanna 

& Gupta, 2018). 

This paper will cover the vertically distribution of GW, different kinds of aquifer 

systems, different forms of SW-GW interfaces, and the interplay between SW and GW 

on a local or national basis. There are four parts in this chapter: I aquifer characteristics 

and freshwater dispersion, (ii) SW-GW connections at local and regional scales, (iii) SW-

GW interface types, and (iv) methodologies for investigating SW-GW interactions and 

aquifer systems. 

1.1 Groundwater distribution and acquired characteristics: 

Depending on the water table, groundwater distribution is separated into two zones: 

unsaturated zone and saturated zone. The aquifer ecosystem is divided into restricted 

and unreinforced aquifer, with porosity, transparency, transmittance, particular 

output, particular retention, and water saturation as the fundamental physiological 

parameters determining their characteristics (Gregory et al., 2020). 

 Groundwater vertical distribution: 

Based on the water table, The presence of groundwater is typically separated into two 

basic zones: unsaturated and saturated areas. The oxygenation region is also referred 

as the zone of unsaturation, and it is divided into three sub-zones:  capillaries region, 

intermediary vadose zone, and soil water area (Zhu & Wang, 2016). Interstices or blank 

areas that are partly filled with water and air make up the unsaturation zone. Due to 

fluid flow, all may have in the saturation region under the groundwater table are 

entirely soaked with fluid. 

 Zone of soil moisture: 

The soil-dampness region extends under the earth's surface over the main root zone, 

although its thickness varies depending on the kind of soil and plant. This zone is vital 

for the identification of hydrological processes  as well as the  connection between the 

ground and the environment intertidal zone (Demelash et al., 2019). Farming and 
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irrigation operations, especially in arid and semiarid locations, As a consequence of the 

soil moisture effect on crop health and productivity, depend largely on timely 

characterisation of geographical and chronological soil water variations in the roots 

region, as well as salinization. The capacity of the soil matrix to transfer water is 

influenced by physicochemical characteristics of water, surface gradient and 

smoothness, soil hydraulic conductance, soil permeability, and pre-existing soil pores 

water contents, hence impacting the infiltration process (Pettinato et al., 2015). 

 Vadose zone in the middle: 

Underneath the soil dampness region and the top section of the tube region lies the 

intermediate vadose region. Water that falls into this zone may be attracted into the 

transition area's tube spaces by molecular attraction, or it can be dragged downwards 

to the neighboring saturated zone (Zhou et al., 2018). 

 Zone of capillary action: 

The region is the deepest part of the oxygenation zone, located directly above the sea 

level may be pulled back toward it by capillary action. The usual height of a 3 m 

capillaries region of mud with a porosity diameter of 0.0005 mm, compared to fine sand 

with a 0.02 mm porous radius of less than 10 cm. Water is held in the capillary pores of 

unsaturated or saturation materials below the groundwater table's top is referred to as 

capillary water (Verma et al., 2008). 

 Zone of saturation: 

The saturation zone, also known as the phreatic region or aquifer scheme, is located 

above the water table. Water that has penetrated far into  The vadose region 

approaches saturated, allowing water to fill all pore pores (Sarvajayakesavalu et al., 

2018). The width of the fullness region ranges from a few meters to several hundred 

meters under the earth's surface. The geology of the area, the availability of pores or 

holes in the stone structure, and the availability of liquid movement throughout the 

zone from recharge to discharge locations are all elements that influence the thickness 

of this zone. The length of this saturation might vary from a few days or weeks to many 



IJFANS INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF FOOD AND NUTRITIONAL SCIENCES 

ISSN PRINT 2319 1775 Online 2320 7876 
 

Research paper                             © 2012 IJFANS. All Rights Reserved, UGC CARE Listed ( Group -I) Journal Volume 11, Iss 1, Jan 2022 

 

652 | P a g e  

 

months. Furthermore, rainfall amount and intensity, temperature, rock porosity and 

permeability, air dryness, vaporization intensity during the rainy season, land slope, 

vegetation coverage, and soil water absorption capacity all influence groundwater. 

Water may also be trapped in large amounts inside fractures and joint structures. The 

following are examples of common rock openings: (1) individual particle apertures in 

gravel and sandstone formations; (2) in marble and lime bedrock, vugs, caves, and 

solution streams; and (3) metamorphic rock joints, fissures, gas holes, and faults 

(Riveros-Iregui & King, 2008). 

1.2 Types of aquifer: 

 Aquifer in a confined space: 

"A formation in which the groundwater is separated from the atmosphere at the point 

of discharge by impermeable geologic formations; restricted groundwater is often 

exposed to a pressure higher than atmospheric". It's also known as "artesian or pressure 

aquifers," and it's found primarily directly above the base of constricted rock bodies or 

strata, and it's generally made of clay, which protects it from pollution from the 

surface. Because of pressure variations, the depth of water in punctured wells from 

artesian aquifers is more likely to vary than the volume of kept water. When a well 

groundwater is reached, the groundwater temperature may rise. rise beyond the 

restricted layer's base, as shown by the flowing and artesian wells of the United States. 

In an area where the confining layer reaches the surface, the water enters a confined 

aquifer. The freshwater flow pattern into aquifers is generally altered in such regions 

due to gravity and geological features, either vertically or horizontally (Bhagwat et al., 

2018). A recharge zone is one that feeds water to a confined region, and water may 

even seep into a restricted bed. Pressure variations, rather than storage volume 

changes, cause water ups and downs in restricted aquifers penetrating wells. As a 

result, confined aquifers have limited storage variations and are mostly employed as 

conduits to transport water from recharge sites to natural or artificial outflows. 

 Aquifer with a leak: 
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Leaky or semi-confined groundwater are less prevalent than completely unrestrained 

or confined aquifers. This is common on prairies, alluvial valleys, and former lake basins 

when a quasi aquitard or tractor trailer bed is interbedded or overlain by a permeability 

stratum. When liquid is pushed from a well into a leaking aquifers, it is removed in two 

ways: upward flow into the aquifer through the aquitard and horizontally flow in the 

aquifer (van der Hoek & Klapwijk, 1987). 

 Aquifer that has been fractured: 

The subterranean water networks that have been encased in geologic formations  differ 

from fractured rock aquifers. Although sedimentary aquifers retain and transfer water 

between particular sedimentary grains via Fragmented rock aquifers, also known as 

pore spaces, contain and transfer water via fissures, fissures, and fissures in normally 

impervious rock masses. 

1.3 Various types of SW-GW interactions 

 Losing disconnected stream: 

In this regard, there is and sediment-unsaturated zone between the canal and the 

national groundwater column, indicating that the system is hydraulically separated. 

The word "disconnected" has been challenged since it might imply a system in which 

the GW system's recharge and discharge are not exchanged. As a result, a "maximum 

loss condition" stream discharge mechanism has been coined to describe the rate of 

infiltration of a connected system. As a result, the water table is deeper in the detached 

system and shallower in the transitional region. 

 Behind linked stream: 

A stream is a water-losing watercourse that flows downstream. Because  The water 

tables is beyond the show's surface and there is no unsaturation zone, The liquid seeps 

into the ground, replenishing the local GW stream. 

 Parallel stream: 
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When the stream's stage and the groundwater's head are both equal, this interaction 

happens. 

 Flow through stream: 

This procedure is known as a flow-through reach when the channel stage is smaller than 

the heads in the freshwater on one bank, which is larger than the heads in the 

freshwater on the other bank When a stream cuts transverse to the prevailing GW flow, 

which in the instance of the fluvial lowlands is parallel to their axis, this interaction 

happens most often. 

2. DISCUSSION 

Water that resides under the Earth 's crust in the pores openings of rocks, as well as in 

the cracks of rock formations, is known as subterranean. An aquifer is a unit of stone 

or an uncemented deposit that may deliver a usable quantity of water. The elevation 

at which liquid is totally absorbed in soil fractures, fissures, and pits in stone is known 

as the freshwater table. Freshwater is supplied from above and might be discharged 

naturally at springs and leaks, resulting in oasis or wetlands. Freshwater extracting 

boreholes are often built and used in agricultural, civic, and commercial applications. 

Freshwater hydrology, often called as hydrography, is the study of how rainwater 

disperses and moves. 

In a technical sense, groundwater may refer to water moving via shallower aquifer, but 

it can also refer to soil wetness, tundra, immobilized water in very low permeable rock, 

and deep hydrothermal or oil formation water. Rainwater is thought to lubricant 

fractures, which may alter their motion. Most of the Earth's subsoil is thought to contain 

considerable freshwater, which in some situations may be mixed with various liquids. 

In a technical sense, groundwater may refer to water moving via shallower aquifer, but 

it can also refer to soil wetness, tundra, deep geothermal or oil production water, 

immobilized water in extremely low permeability stone, and deep geothermal or oil 

form liquid. Faults are assumed to be lubricated by groundwater, which might affect 
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their movement. Most of the Earth's subsoil is thought to contain considerable 

freshwater, which in some situations may be mixed with various liquids. 

causes a slew of environmental issues. Groundwater pollution, for instance, is less 

visible and more difficult to clear up than pollution in streams and lakes. The most 

prevalent source of groundwater pollution is improper land-based waste disposal. 

Excess fertilizer and insecticides utilized in agricultural, commercial wastes lagoon, 

dumps and processing effluent from mining, commercial fracturing, oil field saline pits, 

leaky subsurface oil storing containers and pipeline, and commercial fracking are all 

important causes. In addition, freshwater in coast is prone to saline infiltration and, if 

not properly evacuated, might result in soil collapse, culminating in sunken towns and 

altitude decrease. Sea levels rise and other changes brought on by climate change, such 

as variations in precipitation and water scarcity throughout the globe, worsen these 

problems. 

3. CONCLUSION 

As need for water grows, water administrators and engineers should look for innovative  

techniques to enhance water management and increase water supply The Underground 

Water Refill Commission finds that mechanical recharging of ground water resources 

may be one alternative in an integration to maximize overall water resource 

administration, and that with suitable pretreatment, impeded water can be utilized as 

a source for synthetic recharging of underground water aquifers, Cleaning of the soil 

aquifers and reply as needed for the origin and location. 

Preventing saltwater incursion, lowering land subsidence, sustaining brook 

baseflows, and various in activities may all be accomplished by artificial recharging 

using low-quality source water. It is particularly well adapted for non - potable 

purposes uses, like as landscape irrigation, since health dangers are small and public 

acceptance is high. When regenerated freshwater is used for drinking purposes, the 

health risks and uncertainty grow. The idea that freshwater must be received from 

the most attractive resource available has affected the creation of consumable 



IJFANS INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF FOOD AND NUTRITIONAL SCIENCES 

ISSN PRINT 2319 1775 Online 2320 7876 
 

Research paper                             © 2012 IJFANS. All Rights Reserved, UGC CARE Listed ( Group -I) Journal Volume 11, Iss 1, Jan 2022 

 

656 | P a g e  

 

water sources in the history, and the rationale behind it still holds true today. 

Despite the fact that treated wastewater is discharged into a water stream or 

subterranean and recovered upstream or downgradient for drinkable purposes 

throughout the United States and the world, such resources are in generally less 

desirable than using a superior standard source for drinkable functions. 
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