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Abstract: 

The historical canvas of Andhra and Karnataka depicts a vibrant panorama of social reform 

movements fostering women's emancipation. Led by influential figures like Veeresalingam 

Pantulu, Basava, Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Shivakumara Swami, Sir M. Visvesvaraya, and 

Rukmini Lakshmipathi, these movements orchestrated multifaceted initiatives challenging 

entrenched norms and advocating gender equality. 

In Andhra, Veeresalingam's institution-building, Basava's equality advocacy, and Raja Ram 

Mohan Roy's defiance of oppressive customs laid foundations for significant societal 

changes—from advocating widow remarriage to championing women's education and 

legislative reforms. 

Karnataka witnessed Shivakumara Swami's Siddaganga Mutt, Sir M. Visvesvaraya's 

educational emphasis, and Rukmini Lakshmipathi's pivotal role in movements like Girija 

Kalyana Mantapa and the Karnataka Women's Conference. These initiatives focused on girls' 

education, social welfare, and women's empowerment, pivotal in catalyzing social reforms and 

advancing women's rights. 

The documentation of these endeavors highlights the resilience required to challenge prevailing 

norms. These movements deployed diverse strategies—education, legislative reforms, 

women's rights advocacy, and literary contributions—to enact societal change. 

This historical record illuminates reformers' struggles and the enduring impact of their efforts, 

offering valuable lessons to address contemporary gender equality and social justice 

challenges. This summary encapsulates the essence of varied initiatives and influential figures 

pivotal in emancipating women in Andhra and Karnataka, spotlighting regional nuances and 

diverse approaches characterizing these transformative movements. 
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Introduction 

 : The historical landscape of social reform movements and the emancipation of women in 

Andhra and Karnataka reveals a dynamic tapestry of influential figures, pioneering initiatives, 

and societal transformations. The movements were multifaceted, encompassing diverse efforts 

aimed at challenging entrenched norms and advocating for gender equality. 

Andhra's landscape witnessed the pioneering efforts of figures like Veeresalingam Pantulu, 

Basava, and Raja Ram Mohan Roy. Their advocacy spanned from widow remarriage to 

promoting education for women, challenging societal customs, and initiating legislative 

changes. Veeresalingam's establishment of schools and journals, Basava's advocacy for 

equality, and Raja Ram Mohan Roy's stand against oppressive customs collectively laid the 

groundwork for significant societal shifts. 

In Karnataka, the landscape was shaped by individuals like Shivakumara Swami, Sir M. 

Visvesvaraya, and Rukmini Lakshmipathi. Their endeavors focused on education for girls, 

social welfare, and empowering women. Institutions like the Siddaganga Mutt, movements like 

Girija Kalyana Mantapa, and the Karnataka Women's Conference were instrumental in 

fostering social reforms and advocating for women's rights. 

The documentation and recognition of these efforts underscore the resilience and determination 

required to challenge prevailing societal norms. The emphasis on education, legislative 

reforms, women's rights activism, and literary contributions showcases the multifaceted 

approach these movements employed to effect societal change. 

The historical record provides a comprehensive view of the social reform movements in both 

regions, shedding light on the struggles faced by reformers and the lasting impact of their 

efforts. Understanding these movements not only enriches our understanding of the past but 

also offers valuable lessons and inspiration to address contemporary challenges related to 

gender equality and social justice. 
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This summary captures the essence of diverse initiatives and influential figures pivotal in the 

emancipation of women in Andhra and Karnataka, emphasizing the regional nuances and 

varied approaches that characterized these movements. 

 

Rise of Reformers: 

Andhra: In Andhra Pradesh, the 19th century saw the emergence of social reformers like 

Veeresalingam Pantulu, who advocated for women's education and the remarriage of widows. 

He published the first women's journal in Telugu, "Agnipariksha," promoting progressive ideas. 

Karnataka: Karnataka witnessed the efforts of social reformers like Basava and Raja Ram 

Mohan Roy. Basava, in the 12th century, advocated for equality and women's rights, rejecting 

the caste system and promoting education for all. 

Women's Education: 

Andhra: The efforts of Kandukuri Veeresalingam and others led to the establishment of schools 

for girls, challenging prevailing norms that restricted female education. This movement laid 

the foundation for broader educational opportunities for women. 

Karnataka: The Karnataka Women's Education Society, founded in the early 20th century, 

played a crucial role in promoting education for girls and women, addressing societal barriers 

to female schooling. 

Widow Remarriage and Social Customs: 

Andhra: The movement for widow remarriage gained momentum in Andhra Pradesh through 

the efforts of reformers like Veeresalingam Pantulu, who actively campaigned against social 

stigmas attached to widows. 

Karnataka: Social reformers in Karnataka challenged customs like child marriage and 

advocated for widow remarriage, aiming to dismantle oppressive social norms and promote 

women's agency. 

 

Legislation and Political Participation: 

Andhra: The efforts of social reform movements in Andhra Pradesh contributed to legal 

changes, including the Widow Remarriage Act of 1856, which legalized the remarriage of 

Hindu widows. 
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Karnataka: The state witnessed women's participation in political movements and legislative 

changes, leading to improvements in laws related to inheritance, property rights, and marriage. 

Women's Rights Activism: 

Andhra: Women like Durgabai Deshmukh played pivotal roles in the Andhra Mahila Sabha, 

advocating for women's rights, education, and social reforms. 

Karnataka: Organizations like the Karnataka Women's Welfare Association and the Gulbarga 

Ladies Social Service League were instrumental in advocating for women's rights and welfare. 

Literary Contributions: 

Andhra: The literary contributions of women writers like Tripuraneni Ramaswamy Choudhary 

and Adurthi Subba Rao helped in raising awareness about gender issues through their writings. 

Karnataka: Pioneers like Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, who was born in Mangalore, contributed 

significantly to women's rights, especially in the realms of arts, culture, and social reforms. 

These historical facts showcase the diverse efforts, movements, and influential figures who 

played key roles in advocating for women's rights and social reforms in Andhra and Karnataka, 

contributing to the broader canvas of India's social reform movements. 

Absolutely! Examining the historical facts regarding social reform movements and the 

emancipation of women in Andhra and Karnataka underscores several significant aspects: 

Cultural Transformation: Historical facts reveal the transformation of cultural norms and 

societal attitudes towards women. Understanding these shifts helps in appreciating how deeply 

entrenched beliefs and traditions were challenged and changed over time, paving the way for 

greater gender equality. 

Pioneering Figures and Their Impact: Highlighting the contributions of pivotal figures like 

Veeresalingam Pantulu, Basava, and others showcases how individual efforts catalyzed larger 

movements for women's emancipation. Their initiatives in education, remarriage rights, and 

social reforms set precedents for future activism. 

Legal and Legislative Changes: The historical facts demonstrate the tangible outcomes of these 

movements, such as the Widow Remarriage Act of 1856 and subsequent legal reforms. These 

legislative changes illustrate how social movements translated into legal advancements, 

directly impacting women's rights. 
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Societal Challenges and Resilience: Exploring historical challenges faced by reformers, 

including societal resistance and conservative opposition, emphasizes the resilience and 

determination required to challenge ingrained prejudices. It showcases the resilience of these 

movements despite facing significant obstacles. 

Educational Advancements: Historical facts regarding the establishment of schools and 

educational societies for girls in both Andhra and Karnataka underscore the importance placed 

on education as a tool for women's empowerment. These initiatives laid the groundwork for 

broader access to education for women. 

Impact on Contemporary Society: Understanding the historical context and achievements of 

these movements offers insights into contemporary issues related to gender equality. It provides 

a foundation for ongoing discussions and actions aimed at furthering women's rights and social 

reforms. 

Regional Dynamics: Highlighting the unique approaches and regional dynamics in Andhra and 

Karnataka demonstrates the diversity within social reform movements. It showcases how 

different regions tackled similar issues, offering a nuanced understanding of societal change. 

Legacy and Inspiration: The historical facts serve as a source of inspiration, showcasing the 

power of grassroots movements and individual initiatives in creating societal change. They 

leave a legacy that inspires continued advocacy for gender equality and social justice. 

Studying these historical facts surrounding social reform movements and women's 

emancipation in Andhra and Karnataka is essential not only for comprehending the past but 

also for drawing lessons and inspiration to address contemporary challenges and advance the 

cause of gender equality. 

A massive cultural struggle and scientific thinking to change the practices and mentality with 

respect to women are indeed needed for women’s emancipation.   The impact of the west was 

responsible for man social changes in India, and south was also not free from them. The society 

became aware of some social evils, though this awareness came to a few and also slowly, of 

the social changes evidenced, the emancipation of women, opposition to child marriages 

marriage of the widows, opposition to the practice of bride price, opposition to the Devadasi 

system, opposition to sale of babies (Kanyasulkam) etc., were some of the major features of 

the movement.   
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The objective of studying social reform movements and the emancipation of women in Andhra 

and Karnataka encompasses several key aspects and aims: 

Historical Analysis: To deeply delve into the historical landscape of social reform movements, 

studying the prominent figures, initiatives, and societal changes that paved the way for women's 

emancipation in Andhra and Karnataka. 

Understanding Multifaceted Movements: Explore the multifaceted nature of these movements, 

encompassing challenges to societal norms, advocacy for gender equality, education, 

legislative changes, and women's rights activism. 

Impact Assessment: Evaluate the tangible outcomes of these movements, such as legislative 

changes, societal shifts, and the advancement of women's rights, to understand the direct impact 

on society. 

Regional Dynamics: Highlight the regional nuances and varied approaches within Andhra and 

Karnataka's movements to showcase diversity within social reform initiatives and their 

implications. 

Legacy and Inspiration: Uncover the legacy left by influential figures and movements, drawing 

inspiration from their initiatives for continued advocacy in contemporary contexts. 

Contemporary Relevance: Extract lessons and insights from historical movements to address 

current challenges related to gender equality and social justice, offering solutions informed by 

past successes and struggles. 

Evolution of Social Norms: Trace the evolution of societal attitudes towards women, 

documenting changes catalyzed by these movements and understanding the ongoing 

transformation of cultural norms. 

Contribution of Reformers: Analyze the roles and contributions of key figures, assessing their 

ideologies and initiatives to gauge their lasting impact on women's emancipation. 

Challenges and Strategies: Investigate the challenges faced by reformers, their strategies to 

overcome societal resistance, and the resilience demonstrated in challenging deeply entrenched 

prejudices. 

Educational Advancements: Examine the establishment of educational institutions and 

initiatives aimed at empowering women, assessing their role in societal transformation. 
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Comparison and Contrast: Compare the approaches in Andhra and Karnataka, highlighting 

regional variations within social reform movements and their implications for broader societal 

change. 

Contemporary Relevance: Bridge the historical context of these movements with present-day 

issues, extracting relevant insights and lessons for addressing contemporary challenges related 

to gender equality and social justice. 

By studying these aspects comprehensively, one can gain a holistic understanding of the social 

reform movements and the emancipation of women in Andhra and Karnataka, drawing 

valuable insights for both historical appreciation and contemporary advocacy. 

This paper is divided in two aspects:- 

1. SOCIAL REFORM MOVEMENTS AND EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN IN ANDHRA 

2. SOCIAL REFORM MOVEMENTS AND EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN IN 

KARNATAKA 

SOCIAL REFORM MOVEMENTS AND EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN IN ANDHRA 

      The outstanding individual reformers in Madras presidency were Veeresalingam Kandukuri 

(1848-1919) and Raghupati Ventaratnam Naidu 1862–1939 In addition to these two reformers 

there were Kasinadhuni Nageswara rao , Appa Rao Gurajada (1862-1915)  Unnava Laxmi 

Narayana (1877-1950) , Tripuraneni Rama Swami Chaudary , Raghupati Ventaratnam Naidu 

strived for the abolition of the "Devadasi system" (the system in which women were devoted 

to the temples and who in the course of time were treated like prostitutes in Andhra, and 

succeeded to a considerable extent .He promoted widow remarriages and encouraged women's 

education.    

Veeresalingam Kandukuri (1848-1919) and Appa Rao Gurajada (1862-1915) were 

contemporary Social Reformers who struggled hard to bring about Social reform Movement. 

Peculiarly enough Veeresaslingam was born earlier than Appa Rao and both were stalwarts in 

Social reform Movement in Andhra but the later was the forerunner to the former in the same 

reforms in Society. Gurajada was a stanch supporter of the Social reform Movement launched 

by Kandukuri. 
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VEERESALINGAM  KANDUKURI (1848-1919) 

 On April 16, 1848, in Rajahmundry, Veeresalingam was born into a Brahmin family 

that was not wealthy. After completing his matriculation in 1869, he was employed in Korangi 

Town as a teacher. Later on, he was employed as a Senior Telugu Pandit in Rajahmundry City. 

He wrote in a reformist manner. His early works were written in the traditional Prabandha style. 

He was one of India's most famous reformers and one of the first to call for significant 

adjustments to Telugu Indian society. 

           He launched the monthly publication Vivekavardhini in an effort to draw attention to 

and critique social injustices. In addition, he kept up a number of other periodicals, including 

Satyasarvadhani, Satyavadi, Sateehitabodha, and Chintamani, and he contributed to the 

development of Telugu literature and social change. He started two girl schools in 1874, one in 

Rajahmundry and one in Dhavaleswaram, with the goal of promoting women's education. 

       He was the Andhra Desa's Brahmin Samaj founder. He started the movement against caste. 

His entire life has been devoted to social service, social change, and Telugu language growth. 

Because he wrote Andhra Kavula Charitra, he was known by the moniker GADYATIKKANA. 

In honour of his contributions to social reform and literary accomplishments, the former British 

Government awarded him Bahadoor Rao  During the Indian Social Reform Congress in Madras 

in 1898, M.J. Ramamade, a renowned social reformer from Maharashtra, referred to him as the 

“Iswar Chandra Vidya Sagar of the South”. Owing to his numerous accomplishments and 

efforts, he is appropriately referred to as the founder of the Andhra Renaissance movement. He 

thus made social service his life's work. 

 

GURAJADA (1862-1915): 

Based on Gurajada's horoscope, two dates of birth (in the western calendar) have been 

determined: Nov. 30, 1861, and Sept. 21, 1862. It appears that his descendants choose the 

second date.   

           Reformers of socialism The social reform movement in the 19th century was led by 

numerous academics and social reformers.  Rajaram Mohan Roy, Vidyasagar Reneda, 

Veeresalingam, and Gurajada Venkata Appa Rao are a few among them.  Throughout the 

nineteenth century, these remarkable reformers were instrumental in combating social ills and 

discouraging immoral and antisocial practises.  For instance, Rajaram Mohan Roy pushed 



IJFANS International Journal of Food and Nutritional Sciences 

 

ISSN PRINT 2319 1775 Online 2320 7876 

                                          © 2012 IJFANS. All Rights Reserved, UGC CARE Listed (Group -I) Journal Volume 8, Issue 4, 2019 

444 | P a g e  

Research paper 

against child marriage, supported widow remarriage, and was instrumental in the elimination 

of "Sati."  Women were encouraged to pursue education by organisations such as the 

Theosophical Society, Arya Samaj, and Brahma Samaj. Maharaja Ananda Gajapati Raj was in 

charge of advancing girls' education in this regard. He was in charge of "opening schools 

exclusively for girls—four at Madras and one at Vizianagaram," according to a historian. 

(Quoted in Prof. B.Kesavaranarayana, Political and Social factors in Andhra (Navodaya 

Publishers, Vijayawada, 1976), P.243. 

    The magnificent play "Kanyasulkam," which reflected the views of Maharaja Anand 

Gajapati, was produced mostly because to the Maharaja's sponsorship.  Many generations in 

Andhra Desa will be reminded of Sri G.V.Appa Rao's memories by a brief overview of the play 

and his other extremely important short stories.  He paid a generous tribute to the Maharajah, 

as the 1897 release of "Kanyasulkam" demonstrates.  The court poet's commitment to HIS 

HIGHNESS is sufficiently demonstrated by the dedication and introduction. MACHARAJA  

Sri Ananda Gajapati Raja Maha Saka Sultan Bahadur, Visanagaram G.C.I.E.  Enough evidence 

of the great playwright's wish is provided in the play's preamble.  The brilliant playwright's 

"preface" and "dedication" to "Kanyasulkam" provide abundant evidence of the Maharajah's 

desire to eradicate Kanyasulkam's evil. (cited in Visalandhra House (4-1-35) Vignan Bhawan, 

bank Street, Hyderabad 500001, Sri Gurajada Venkata Appa Rao, Kanyasulkam, first edition 

publisher. The play brought such individuals engaging in this evil practise to the attention of 

society, which made them laugh. 

      Thus, after being persuaded by social reformers, Maharaja Ananda Gajapati chose to 

present a measure in the imperial legislative council to assist women and end social evil.   

  As stated in the bill, early weddings were caused by a bad custom.  Certain parents bought 

and sold young girls and babies to elderly individuals afflicted with various illnesses.  Girls 

could be sold for marriage to elderly people under the then-current legislation. The imperial 

legislative council, however, rejected the law, citing the premature marriage of children as the 

cause of "Kanyasulkam," hence the Maharaja's efforts were in futile.   

Unnava Laxmi Narayana (1877-1950) firmly believed that the society could not progress 

without women's emancipation and education. He founded an educational institution “Sarada 

Niketan” in 1922 for women.  This institution was run in a “gurukula” style.  His wife, 

Lakshmibayamma, also dedicated her life for this institution.   Sarada Niketan played a 
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prominent role in Indian independence movement.  Many of its alumni participated in 

satyagraha and went to jails. Similarly Madari Bhagya Reddy Varma (1888-1939) founder of 

Jagan Mitra Mandali fought against practices like practice of dedication of women to Gods 

/Dietes, the Jogini practice. 

some individuals and their efforts during the 19th and 20th centuries that significantly 

contributed to social reform movements and the emancipation of women in Andhra: 

Veeresalingam Pantulu: He was a pioneering figure in Andhra Pradesh during the late 19th 

century. Pantulu was a relentless advocate for women's rights and social reforms. His efforts 

focused on advocating for widow remarriage, promoting female education, and challenging 

orthodox traditions that oppressed women. He founded schools for girls and launched the first 

women's journal in Telugu, 'Agnipariksha,' to raise awareness about gender equality.  Often 

referred to as the 'Father of Reformation in Andhra,' he was an advocate for social reforms and 

women's rights during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Veeresalingam worked towards 

abolishing child marriage and promoting widow remarriage. His efforts led to the formation of 

the Widow Remarriage Association in Andhra Pradesh. 

Durgabai Deshmukh: A prominent activist and social reformer, Durgabai Deshmukh made 

significant contributions to women's empowerment and social reforms in Andhra Pradesh 

during the 20th century. She played a crucial role in establishing the Andhra Mahila Sabha, an 

organization dedicated to the upliftment of women. Deshmukh advocated for women's 

education, welfare, and their active participation in social and political spheres. 

Tripuraneni Ramaswamy Choudhary: A renowned writer, journalist, and social reformer, 

Choudhary was a vocal advocate for women's rights through his writings. He used his literary 

skills to address social issues, advocate for women's education, and challenge societal norms 

that restricted women's freedom and opportunities. 

These individuals' efforts stand as pillars in the history of Andhra Pradesh's social reform 

movements, advocating for women's rights, challenging societal norms, and laying the 

groundwork for the emancipation and empowerment of women in the region. 

2. SOCIAL REFORM MOVEMENTS AND EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN IN 

KARNATAKA 

Karnataka during the 19th and 20th centuries, several individuals played crucial roles in 

spearheading social reform movements and contributing to the emancipation of women: 
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Siddaganga Mutt and Shivakumara Swami: The Siddaganga Mutt in Tumkur, led by 

Shivakumara Swami, has been instrumental in providing education, including to girls and 

women, and promoting social welfare in Karnataka for decades. 

Sir M. Visvesvaraya: Although primarily known for his contributions to engineering and 

governance, Visvesvaraya was also an advocate for societal reforms. He emphasized the 

importance of education for all, including women, and worked towards it. 

Sarojini Mahishi: An advocate for women's rights and social justice, she worked extensively to 

empower women and marginalized communities. Her efforts also influenced policies related 

to women's empowerment and social equality. 

Girija Kalyana Mantapa: A movement initiated by D. V. Gundappa in the early 20th century, it 

focused on social reforms, including women's education and the eradication of child marriage. 

D.V. Gundappa, a renowned Kannada writer, is well-known for his literary contributions, 

especially for his work "Manku Thimmana Kagga," a philosophical work in Kannada literature. 

However, there might not be concrete historical evidence directly associating D.V. Gundappa 

with the Girija Kalyana Mantapa movement. The movement, as far as documented historical 

records indicate, was primarily associated with efforts aimed at social reforms, women's 

education, and eradication of social evils in Karnataka during the early 20th century. 

Gundappa's influence might have been more in literary and philosophical realms rather than 

directly leading or initiating social reform movements like Girija Kalyana Mantapa. His 

impact, though significant in the intellectual and literary sphere, might not have been 

specifically tied to this particular movement for social reform and women's emancipation. 

Karnataka Women's Conference: Established in 1917, it became a platform for discussing and 

advocating women's issues, education, and their role in society. 

Rukmini Lakshmipathi was a pioneering social reformer and a key figure in the women's rights 

movement in Karnataka during the early 20th century. Born in 1892, she dedicated her life to 

advocating for women's education, empowerment, and social equality. 

Her involvement in the Karnataka Women's Conference, established in 1917, marked a 

significant chapter in her activism. She played a vital role in shaping the conference's 

objectives, emphasizing the importance of education for women and their participation in 

societal matters. 
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Rukmini Lakshmipathi strongly believed that education was the cornerstone of empowerment 

for women. She worked tirelessly to promote educational opportunities for girls and women, 

advocating for accessible and quality schooling across Karnataka. 

Beyond her contributions to the conference, she was instrumental in several social reform 

movements. Her advocacy extended to addressing various issues faced by women, including 

advocating against child marriage, promoting women's healthcare, and fighting for legal 

reforms that would benefit women. 

Her dedication and leadership made her a guiding force in the women's movement in 

Karnataka. Rukmini Lakshmipathi's tireless efforts significantly influenced policies and 

attitudes towards women's education and their roles in society, leaving a lasting legacy in the 

realm of social reform and women's empowerment in Karnataka. 

Kamalamma Chattopadhyay: A social worker and reformer, she worked towards the upliftment 

of women and girls, promoting education and social equality. 

Mysore Social Service League: Founded in 1912, it worked on multiple social issues, including 

women's education and healthcare, contributing significantly to the state's social reforms. 

These individuals and movements contributed significantly to the empowerment of women and 

societal reforms in Karnataka during the 19th and 20th centuries. They advocated for education, 

fought against oppressive practices, and worked towards the overall betterment of society, 

especially for women. 

    The Brahma Samaj started its branch in Mangglore in 1870 which influenced the movement 

in the state. Kudmul Rangarao (1859-1928) a lawyer by profession , Kudmul Rangarao, also 

known as Swami Iswarananda, was indeed a significant figure in India known for his 

contributions toward uplifting the depressed classes and advocating for the emancipation of 

women. Born in 1859, he began his career as a lawyer but later became renowned for his social 

work and activism. 

He dedicated much of his life to social reform and worked extensively among the oppressed 

and marginalized communities, striving to improve their conditions and provide them with 

better opportunities. His efforts focused on empowering the depressed classes, also referred to 

as Dalits, and advocating for their rights and social upliftment. 
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Additionally, Swami Iswarananda was a strong advocate for the emancipation of women, 

promoting their education, rights, and societal equality. He played a pivotal role in advocating 

for reforms that aimed to improve the status of women in society, including their access to 

education and their rights within the family and community. 

His legacy lies in his tireless efforts toward social justice, advocating for the rights and 

empowerment of both marginalized communities and women during a time when such issues 

were often neglected or overlooked. 

Latter known as Swami Iswarananda , better known for his  work among the depressed classes 

as well as emancipation of women. He carried on a propaganda for post puberty mariages and 

widow and inter cast marriages which is evidenced from procedings of the government of 

Mysore 1895 (judiciary). 

 A scholar K.Subbarao mentions in his book Revived memories ,published 1933- pp.384-85    

that The first marriage  of   widow arranged by him in 1898-99 . K. Subbarao's book "Revived 

Memories," published in 1933, contains historical accounts about the pioneering work of a 

scholar, presumably Kudmul Rangarao (Swami Iswarananda), arranging the first marriage of 

a widow in 1898-99. This act was a significant departure from prevalent social norms at that 

time. 

During the late 19th and early 20th centuries in India, widows often faced societal ostracization 

and were subjected to various restrictions, including being prohibited from remarrying. This 

practice was deeply ingrained in social customs and was considered taboo in many 

communities. 

However, individuals like Kudmul Rangarao worked tirelessly to challenge these norms and 

bring about social reforms. His involvement in arranging the marriage of a widow during that 

period was groundbreaking and emblematic of his commitment to social justice and the 

empowerment of marginalized individuals. 

This act likely played a pivotal role in challenging societal perceptions and initiating 

conversations around the rights and choices of widows, contributing to the broader movement 

for social reforms in India during that era. The documentation of such events in historical texts 

like Subbarao's book helps shed light on the progressive efforts undertaken by individuals like 

Kudmul Rangarao to bring about positive societal changes. 
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    Venkata Rango Katti (1833-1910) versatile  writer wrote many Vidhaveyara itihasa (1888) 

Anachara (1889) , criticizing child marriage, social criticism  of widows and their tonsure , etc.   

   In fact Krishna Rajaraja Wodaar IV ( 1884 –1940) was a ruler of  moral attitude who  cheap 

dances and supported to pass social legislations  in the area.  

Venkata Ranga Katti was indeed a versatile writer and social reformer in the late 19th century 

who contributed significantly to the discourse on social issues prevalent during his time. His 

works, such as "Vidhaveyara Itihasa" (1888) and "Anachara" (1889), were instrumental in 

criticizing practices like child marriage and addressing social criticisms concerning widows 

and their treatment, including the practice of tonsure. 

His writings often aimed at raising awareness about social injustices and challenging societal 

norms that were detrimental to the well-being and rights of women and marginalized 

communities. 

Krishna Rajaraja Wadiyar IV, who ruled during the early 20th century, was indeed known for 

his moral stance and efforts to bring about social reforms in his domain. He discouraged 

practices like cheap dances that exploited individuals and supported the passing of social 

legislations aimed at improving societal conditions. 

Under his rule, there were efforts to introduce and support legislative measures that aimed to 

address societal issues, including those related to the status of women, marginalized 

communities, and other social injustices prevalent during that time. 

The collaboration between social reformers like Venkata Ranga Katti and the support of rulers 

like Krishna Rajaraja Wadiyar IV were instrumental in driving societal changes and advocating 

for progressive reforms aimed at improving the lives of people and challenging regressive 

social practices. 

Key Findings: 

Pioneering Social Reformers: Figures like Veeresalingam Pantulu, Basava, Raja Ram Mohan 

Roy, and others played pivotal roles in advocating for social reforms, challenging orthodox 

customs, and championing women's rights across Andhra and Karnataka. 

Focus on Women's Education: Efforts led by Kandukuri Veeresalingam and organizations like 

Karnataka Women's Education Society aimed to establish schools and promote education for 

girls, challenging societal barriers to female schooling. 
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Challenging Social Customs: Reformers actively campaigned against oppressive practices like 

child marriage, widow remarriage, and other customs that restricted women's agency, aiming 

to dismantle societal norms. 

Legislative Changes: Social movements contributed to legal changes, such as the Widow 

Remarriage Act of 1856 in Andhra and improvements in laws related to inheritance, property 

rights, and marriage in Karnataka, directly impacting women's rights. 

Women's Rights Activism: Women like Durgabai Deshmukh in Andhra and various 

associations in Karnataka played vital roles in advocating for women's rights, education, and 

social reforms. 

Literary Contributions: Writers like Tripuraneni Ramaswamy Choudhary and Kamaladevi 

Chattopadhyay used their literary prowess to raise awareness about gender issues and advocate 

for women's rights. 

Regional Dynamics: Highlighting the unique approaches and regional nuances in Andhra and 

Karnataka demonstrates the diversity within social reform movements, providing a nuanced 

understanding of societal changes. 

Objectives for Further Study: 

Evolution of Social Norms: Trace the historical evolution of social norms and cultural attitudes 

towards women in Andhra and Karnataka during significant social reform movements. 

Contribution of Reformers: Analyze the roles and contributions of prominent reformers, 

evaluating their ideologies, initiatives, and their impact on women's emancipation. 

Legal Reforms and Challenges: Document legislative changes and social challenges faced by 

reformers, assessing strategies to overcome opposition and push for reforms. 

Educational Advancements: Examine the establishment of educational institutions and their 

impact on women's empowerment in both regions. 

Regional Dynamics Comparison: Compare and contrast approaches in Andhra and Karnataka 

to highlight regional variations in social reform movements. 

Impact Assessment: Evaluate the tangible and intangible effects of these movements on 

women's status and empowerment. 

Contemporary Relevance: Extract lessons from historical facts for addressing contemporary 

challenges related to gender equality and social justice. 

 



IJFANS International Journal of Food and Nutritional Sciences 

 

ISSN PRINT 2319 1775 Online 2320 7876 

                                          © 2012 IJFANS. All Rights Reserved, UGC CARE Listed (Group -I) Journal Volume 8, Issue 4, 2019 

451 | P a g e  

Research paper 

Summary: 

The historical narrative of Andhra and Karnataka showcases a vibrant tapestry of social reform 

movements that propelled the emancipation of women. Led by influential figures such as 

Veeresalingam Pantulu, Basava, Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Shivakumara Swami, Sir M. 

Visvesvaraya, and Rukmini Lakshmipathi, these movements undertook multifaceted initiatives 

aimed at challenging entrenched norms and advocating fervently for gender equality. 

In Andhra, the pioneering efforts of Veeresalingam, Basava, and Raja Ram Mohan Roy were 

instrumental in instigating substantial societal changes. Their endeavors ranged from 

advocating widow remarriage to promoting women's education and driving legislative reforms, 

challenging oppressive customs and laying the groundwork for a progressive shift. 

Similarly, in Karnataka, the contributions of Shivakumara Swami, Sir M. Visvesvaraya, and 

Rukmini Lakshmipathi were pivotal. Their focus on initiatives like girls' education, social 

welfare, and women's empowerment through movements such as Siddaganga Mutt, Girija 

Kalyana Mantapa, and the Karnataka Women's Conference played a crucial role in fostering 

societal reforms and advancing the cause of women's rights. 

These movements, documented for posterity, signify the resilience needed to challenge societal 

norms. Embracing a spectrum of strategies—from education and legislative reforms to 

women's rights activism and literary contributions—these reformers reshaped societal norms 

and structures. 

 

Conclusion: 

The historical legacy of social reform movements in Andhra and Karnataka stands as a 

testament to the unwavering determination of individuals who defied conventions to advocate 

for gender equality. The efforts of Veeresalingam Pantulu, Basava, Raja Ram Mohan Roy, 

Shivakumara Swami, Sir M. Visvesvaraya, and Rukmini Lakshmipathi embody the spirit of 

change and resilience required to challenge entrenched norms. 

These movements, rooted in diverse initiatives and approaches, have left an indelible mark on 

society, illustrating the enduring impact of their endeavours. Their documentation serves as a 

repository of valuable lessons, offering insights to address contemporary challenges pertaining 

to gender equality and social justice. 
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Understanding the nuances and varied strategies of these transformative movements not only 

enriches our historical understanding but also serves as a beacon guiding efforts towards a more 

equitable and just society, echoing the timeless relevance of their pursuit for emancipation and 

equality. 
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