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Introduction 

The Israel-Palestine conflict is a complex geopolitical issue with historical roots. The conflict 

primarily revolves around competing national aspirations and territorial claims. India has 

historically maintained a nuanced approach to the Israel-Palestine conflict, and its position has 

evolved over the years. Here are key points regarding India's role in the Israel-Palestine issue: 

 

Historical Context: 

1. Post-Independence Era: 

After gaining independence in 1947, India initially supported the Palestinian cause and 

recognized the State of Palestine when it was declared in 1988. 

2. Establishment of Diplomatic Ties: 

India formally developed diplomatic relations with Israel in 1992. This marked a significant 

shift in its foreign policy as it recognized Israel as a sovereign state. 

 

Evolving Dynamics: 

1. Growing Bilateral Relations with Israel: 

Over the years, India's relationship with Israel has expanded beyond political and diplomatic 

ties to include defense, agriculture, technology, and trade. Both countries collaborate on various 

fronts, reflecting a pragmatic approach. 

2. Global Alliances: 
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India's position on the Israel and Palestine issue is also influenced by its broader geopolitical 

considerations and alliances. India maintains relations with both Israel and Arab nations, 

seeking a balanced approach. 

3. International Forums: 

India often articulates its position on the Israel and Palestine issue in international forums, 

emphasizing the need, for a just and lasting solution while respecting the sovereignty and 

dignity of both nations. 

In summary, India's approach to the Israel-Palestine conflict is guided by a commitment to a 

two-state solution and a diplomatic stance that promotes peace, stability, and mutual respect. 

The evolving dynamics reflect India's efforts to balance its historical support for the Palestinian 

cause with the development of robust ties with Israel. 

India has historically maintained a balanced and new approach in its relations with Israel and 

Palestine. Here are some key points regarding India's historical and diplomatic relations with 

Palestine: 

1. Recognition of the State of Palestine: 

India officially recognized, the State of Palestine in 1988. This recognition was in line with 

India's longstanding support for the state of Palestinian cause and the establishment of an 

independent and sovereign Palestinian state. 

2. Diplomatic Ties: 

India statrted diplomatic relations with Palestine in 1988 and subsequently opened its 

Representative Office in Palestine in 1996, which was later elevated to the level of a full-

fledged Embassy in 1996. 

 

Key Aspects of India's Relations with Palestine: 

1. Support for the Two-State Solution: 

India has consistently supported the two-state solution, advocating for an independent and 

sovereign State of Palestine co-existing peacefully alongside Israel. This position is in line with 

India's commitment to a just and comprehensive resolution of the Israel and Palestine conflict. 

2. Developmental and Humanitarian Assistance: 
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India has provided developmental and humanitarian assistance to Palestine. This assistance 

includes projects in sectors such as education, health, and infrastructure. India's support aims 

to contribute to the socio-economic development of Palestine. 

3. People-to-People Contacts: 

India encourages people-to-people contacts between Indian and Palestinian communities as a 

means of fostering cultural understanding and strengthening ties at the grassroots level. 

4. Political Statements: 

India often expresses its political strength for the Palestinian cause in international forums, 

reiterating the need, for a just and lasting solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict. India's stance 

emphasizes the importance of negotiations and dialogue for achieving peace. 

 

Evolving Dynamics: 

1. Growing ties with Israel: 

India's relations with Israel have expanded significantly in recent years, encompassing defense, 

technology, agriculture, and trade. The deepening of ties with Israel has not diminished India's 

encouragement for the Palestinian cause but reflects a pragmatic approach to international 

relations. 

2. Balancing Geopolitical Considerations: 

India seeks to maintain a balance in its relations with Israel and Palestine, recognizing the 

historical context of its backup for Palestinian statehood while simultaneously building 

strategic management with Israel. 

3. Global Alliances: 

India's position on the Israel-Palestine issue is influenced by its broader geopolitical 

considerations and alliances. India maintains relations with countries in the Middle East, 

seeking to engage with multiple stakeholders in the region. 

It's important to note that the dynamics in international relations can change, and there may 

have been developments in India's relations with Palestine after my last update in January 2022. 

For the latest and most accurate information, I recommend checking official statements from 

the Indian government and credible news sources. 

India-Israel relations have undergone significant positive developments since the establishment 

of diplomatic ties in 1992. The relationship has evolved into a strategic partnership, 
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encompassing various sectors such as defense, agriculture, technology, and trade. Here are key 

aspects of the India-Israel relationship: 

 

Diplomatic and Political Ties: 

1. Establishment of Diplomatic Relations: 

India formally established diplomatic relations with Israel in 1992, marking a historic shift in 

its foreign policy. Since then, the two countries have exchanged diplomatic missions, with 

embassies in each other's capitals. 

2. High-Level Visits: 

High-level visits between Indian and Israeli leaders have developed a crucial role in 

strengthening bilateral ties. Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Israel in 2017, marking the 

first-ever visit by an Indian Prime Minister. Several reciprocal visits by leaders of both 

countries have taken place. 

3. Strategic Partnership: 

India and Israel declared a strategic partnership in 2017, signifying the depth and significance 

of their bilateral relationship. 

 

Defense and Security Cooperation: 

1. Defense Procurement: 

Defense cooperation is a cornerstone of the India-Israel relationship. India is one of the largest 

buyers of Israeli defense equipment, including missile systems, unmanned aerial vehicles 

(UAVs), and defense technology. 

2. Counterterrorism Collaboration: 

Both countries collaborate closely on counterterrorism efforts, sharing intelligence and 

expertise to address common security challenges. 

 

Economic and Technological Collaboration: 

1. Technology and Innovation: 

India and Israel collaborate with areas such as technology, innovation, and research. The two 

countries have joint initiatives to promote startups and entrepreneurship. 

2. Agriculture: 
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Israel's expertise in water management and agriculture has been of particular interest to India. 

Both nations engage in cooperation to enhance agricultural productivity and sustainability. 

 

Trade and Investment: 

1. Bilateral Trade: 

Bilateral trade between India and, Israel has seen steady growth, with both countries exploring 

opportunities to expand economic ties. 

2. Investment: 

There is an increasing focus on investment opportunities, with Israeli companies showing 

interest in India's diverse sectors. 

 

Multilateral Engagements: 

1. Global Platforms: 

India and Israel collaborate on various global platforms, including international organizations 

and forums, reflecting shared interests on regional and global issues. 

2. Joint Initiatives: 

Both countries work together on joint initiatives, such as research and development projects, 

that have implications beyond the bilateral relationship. 

 

Cultural and People-to-People Ties: 

1. Cultural Exchanges: 

Cultural exchanges between India with Israel contribute to the mutual understanding of each 

other's heritage and traditions. 

2. Tourism: 

Tourism has played a role in strengthening people-to-people contacts, with an increasing 

number of tourists traveling between the two nations. 

While the India-Israel relationship has grown significantly, India has also proposed its 

historical support for the Palestinian cause. Balancing its ties with Israel and its broader 

engagement in the Middle East remains a key aspect of India's foreign policy approach. 

India, and Israel do not have any formal mutual defense treaties. However, the two 

countries maintain close defense and security cooperation through various agreements and 
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collaborations. It's important to note, that the status of international agreements and treaties can 

change, so it's advisable to check the latest official sources for the most up-to-date information. 

The depth of India-Israel relations in the defense and security domain includes defense 

procurement, intelligence sharing, counterterrorism collaboration, and joint military exercises. 

While there may not be a formal treaty in place, the strategic partnership and cooperation 

between  two nations have been strengthened through a series of agreements and 

understandings. 

For the latest and specific information on any recent treaties or agreements between India and 

Israel, it is recommended to refer to official statements from the governments of both countries, 

as well as updates from relevant ministries, such as the Ministry of External Affairs, in India. 

Additionally, international news sources and diplomatic releases can provide insights into the 

evolving nature of the relationship. 

India and Palestine do not have any formal mutual defense treaties. However, the two 

nations maintain diplomatic relations, and India has historically supported the Palestinian 

cause. India recognized the State of Palestine in 1988, and there is an embassy of the State of 

Palestine, in New Delhi. 

The bilateral relationship between India agreement with Palestine extends beyond political ties 

and includes cooperation in areas such as developmental assistance, education, and 

humanitarian aid. India has been a consistent supporter of a two-state solution, advocating for 

an independent and sovereign State of Palestine, coexisting peacefully alongside Israel. 

It's important to note that the status of international agreements and relationships can change, 

so it's advisable to check the latest official sources, such as statements from the Ministry of 

External Affairs, in India or the relevant Palestinian authorities, for the most up-to-date 

information on any treaties or agreements between India and Palestine. 

 

Israel: 

1. Political Developments: 

Israel has experienced changes in leadership, with Naftali Bennett becoming the Prime 

Minister, in June 2021, succeeding Benjamin Netanyahu. 

2. COVID-19 Response: 
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Like many countries, Israel has been dealing, with the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The government has implemented vaccination campaigns and public health measures to 

address the situation. 

3. Security Concerns: 

The region continues to face security challenges, including tensions with neighboring countries 

and ongoing security issues. 

 

Palestine: 

1. Internal Political Dynamics: 

The internal political situation in Palestine involves the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank 

and the political dynamics in the Gaza Strip, which is controlled by Hamas. 

2. Humanitarian and Economic Challenges: 

Palestinians face humanitarian and economic challenges, including issues related to access to 

basic services, infrastructure, and economic opportunities. 

3. International Diplomacy: 

The Palestinian leadership, continues to engage in international diplomacy, seeking for its 

cause and advocating for a two-state solution. 

 

General Trends: 

1. Peace Process: 

The Israel-Palestine peace process has faced challenges, and efforts toward a negotiated two-

state solution have seen interruptions. The international community, including regional and 

global powers, continues to be involved in mediation efforts. 

2. Violence and Conflict: 

Tensions and periodic escalations of violence have occurred in the region, with clashes between 

Israeli security forces and Palestinian groups. These incidents often lead to international 

concern and calls for restraint. 

3. International Relations: 

Israel and Palestine, continue to deal with the international community on various fronts, 

seeking support for their respective best positions. International actors, including the United 

Nations, play a role in facilitating dialogue and addressing humanitarian concerns. 
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Given the fluid and dynamic nature of the situation, it is crucial to refer to the latest news 

reports and official statements for the most recent and accurate information on trends and 

developments in Israel and Palestine. 

 

Findings 

1. Two-State Solution: 

India has consistently supported a two-state solution, with an independent and sovereign State 

of Israel and a State of Palestine, living side by side in peace and security. 

2. Dialogue and Negotiation: 

India has advocated for a peaceful with resolution to the conflict through direct negotiations 

between Israel and Palestine, respecting the aspirations of both nations. 

3. Humanitarian Assistance: 

India has provided humanitarian assistance to Palestinians, including economic and 

developmental aid. This assistance is often channeled through the United Nations Relief and 

Works Agency for Palestine in Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) and other multilateral 

organizations. 

4. People-to-People Contacts: 

India encourages people-to-people contacts between Israelis and Palestinians as a means to 

build bridges and foster understanding. 

5. Counter-Terrorism Cooperation: 

India and Israel have cooperated in the field of counter-terrorism, sharing intelligence and 

technology to address common security challenges. 
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