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1.0 Introduction

Good technique is the ability to cope with all aspects of the game. On the field of play
knowledge of the Laws, their intentions and interpretations must be applied to ever changing
situations. The handling of conflict situations requires special personnel management skills.
Animosity on the field can arise from two sources — player(s) vs. player(s) or player(s) vs.
umpire(s). Umpires must expect, due to the nature of their decision-making role (i.e. making
decisions that have implications for others) that conflict or dissent will occur at times. Hence,
the personality traits of cricket umpires are critical for several reasons, as their role demands
not only technical knowledge but also the ability to handle pressure, make impartial decisions,
and manage the game's flow. Umpires must be neutral and make decisions based solely on the
rules of the game, not personal preferences or biases. This ensures that all players and teams
are treated equally, maintaining the integrity of the sport. Umpires must make quick decisions
in high-pressure situations, sometimes in front of thousands of spectators. Confidence in their
knowledge of the rules and ability to enforce them is vital. A confident umpire commands
respect from players and coaches, even if their decisions are contentious.

Often, cricket matches can become intense, especially in close situations. Umpires need
to remain calm and composed, even when faced with heated arguments from players or
pressure from the crowd. Emotional control helps prevent mistakes or the influence of external
pressures on decision-making. Umpires must effectively communicate with players, coaches,
and fellow umpires. They need to clearly explain decisions, issue warnings, and manage on-
field disputes. Good communication helps avoid misunderstandings and maintain order during
the game. Cricket involves intricate rules and fast-paced action. Umpires need to be observant,
spotting no-balls, dismissals, and other critical moments. A strong attention to detail ensures
that no violations or key events are missed. Umpires often deal with criticism, especially after
controversial decisions. Being mentally tough enables them to stay focused and perform their
role effectively without being discouraged or distracted by negative feedback.

An umpire’s ability to make quick, accurate decisions in real-time is paramount.
Sometimes, these decisions can be game-changing, so a calm, clear, and decisive approach is
essential to ensure the game is played fairly No two matches are the same, and umpires must
adapt to different conditions, players, and situations. This flexibility ensures they can handle
various challenges on the field, whether it's a slow pitch, aggressive players, or sudden weather
changes. While not strictly a personality trait, physical fitness is critical. Cricket matches can
last for long hours, and an umpire needs the stamina to stay focused and alert throughout the
match. A deep respect for the game and its traditions helps an umpire uphold the sport's values.
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This respect influences their decision-making, as they will prioritize fairness and maintaining
the flow of the game over personal emotions or external pressure. These traits go hand-in-hand
with their knowledge of the game, allowing them to maintain control and upholding the spirit
of cricket. In view of the above, this investigation was carried out to compare some select
personality traits of District, State and National level Cricket Umpires.

2.0 Research Methodology

This study employs a quantitative, cross-sectional, comparative research design to
examine the differences in personality traits among cricket umpires at three competitive
levels—district, state, and national—in India. The research aims to assess whether personality
traits vary significantly based on the umpire’s level of officiating experience and exposure.
The target population consists of certified cricket umpires affiliated with the Board of Control
for Cricket in India, state cricket associations, and district-level cricket clubs. A stratified
random sampling technique will be used to ensure proportional representation from each level,
with an estimated sample size of 100 umpires (40 each from district and state level and 20 from
national level). The inclusion criteria required participants to have actively officiated matches
in the past two years to ensure relevance. Prior to data collection, umpires were provided with
an informed consent form, explaining the study’s objectives, confidentiality measures, and
voluntary nature of participation. Data was collected using 16 Personality Factors Test prepared
by Catell and it was collected by adopting survey method. The data characteristics (descriptive
statistics) such as frequency, mode, etc. were determined and the Chi Square test was used as
an inferential statistical tool. All the data was analyzed using SPSS 18.0 Software. The
significance level was chosen to be 0.05 (or equivalently, 5%). A key limitation of this study
is its reliance on self-reported data, which may introduce response biases. Additionally, the
cross-sectional design restricts the ability to establish causal relationships. Despite these
constraints, the study provides valuable insights into the psychological profiles of cricket
umpires in India, contributing to sports psychology and umpire development programs.

3.0  Results and Discussion
3.1  Personality Factor-F (Serious Vs Happy-Go-Lucky)
Table 1: Personality Factor-F (Serious Vs Happy-Go-Lucky) of Cricket Umpires

Factor-F District Level CU | State Level CU National Level CU
Nos Per Nos Per Nos per
Serious 5 12.5 6 15.0 1 5.0
Balanced 12 30.0 10 25.0 11 55.0
Happy-Go-Lucky | 23 57.5 24 60.0 8 40.0
Total 40 100.0 40 100.0 20 100.0

Above Table 1 presents results regarding the assessment of personality Factor F
(Serious Vs Happy —Go-Lucky) among cricket umpires. The results indicated that 12.5%
district level umpires, 15.0% state level umpires and 5.0% national level umpires have serious
personality. However, 30.0% district level umpires, 25.0% state level umpires and 55.0%
national level umpires have balanced personality. Furthermore 57.5% district level umpires,
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60.0% state level umpires and 40.0% national level umpires have Happy-Go-Lucky
personality.

3.2 Personality Factor-G (Expedient Vs Conscientious)

Table 2: Personality Factor-G (Expedient Vs Conscientious) of Cricket Umpires

Factor-G District Level CU State Level CU National Level CU
Nos Per Nos Per Nos per
Expedient 19 47.5 15 37.5 10 50.0
Balanced 11 27.5 18 45.0 6 30.0
Conscientious 10 25.0 7 17.5 4 20.0
Total 40 100.0 40 100.0 20 100.0

Above Table 2 presents results regarding the assessment of personality Factor G
(Expedient Vs Conscientious) among cricket umpires. The results indicated that 47.5% district
level umpires, 37.5% state level umpires and 50.0% national level umpires have expedient
personality. However, 27.5% district level umpires, 45.0% state level umpires and 30.0%
national level umpires have balanced personality. Furthermore 25.0% district level umpires,
17.5% state level umpires and 20.0% national level umpires have conscientious personality.

33 Personality Factor-H (Timid Vs Venturesome)

Table 3: Personality Factor-H (Timid Vs Venturesome) of Cricket Umpires

Factor-H District Level CU | State Level CU National Level CU
Nos Per Nos Per Nos per
Timid 3 7.5 7 17.5 2 10.0
Balanced 15 37.5 6 15.0 13 65.0
Venturesome 22 55.0 27 67.5 5 25.0
Total 40 100.0 40 100.0 20 100.0

Above Table 3 presents results regarding the assessment of personality Factor H (Timid
Vs Venturesome) among cricket umpires. The results indicated that 7.5% district level umpires,
17.5% state level umpires and 10.0% national level umpires have timid personality. However,
37.5% district level umpires, 15.0% state level umpires and 65.0% national level umpires have
balanced personality. Furthermore 55.0% district level umpires, 67.5% state level umpires and
25.0% national level umpires have venturesome personality.

3.4  Personality Factor-L (Trusting Vs Suspicious)

Table 4: Personality Factor-L (Trusting Vs Suspicious) of Cricket Umpires

Factor-L District Level CU | State Level CU National Level CU
Nos Per Nos Per Nos per
Trusting 19 47.5 23 57.5 14 70.0
Balanced 17 42.5 11 27.5 5 25.0
Suspicious 4 10.0 6 15.0 1 5.0
Total 40 100.0 40 100.0 20 100.0
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Above Table 4 presents results regarding the assessment of personality Factor L
(Trusting Vs Suspicious) among cricket umpires. The results indicated that 47.5% district level
umpires, 57.5% state level umpires and 70.0% national level umpires have trusting personality.
However, 42.5% district level umpires, 27.5% state level umpires and 25.0% national level
umpires have balanced personality. Furthermore 10.0% district level umpires, 15.0% state level
umpires and 5.0% national level umpires have suspicious personality.

3.5  Personality Factor-M (Practical Vs Imaginative)

Table 5: Personality Factor-M (Practical Vs Imaginative) of Cricket Umpires

Factor-M District Level CU | State Level CU National Level CU
Nos Per Nos Per Nos per
Practical 26 65.0 24 60.0 12 60.0
Balanced 11 27.5 10 25.0 6 30.0
Imaginative 3 7.5 6 15.0 2 10.0
Total 40 100.0 40 100.0 20 100.0

Above Table 5 presents results regarding the assessment of personality Factor M
(Practical Vs Imaginative) among cricket umpires. The results indicated that 65.0% district
level umpires, 60.0% state level umpires and 60.0% national level umpires have trusting
personality. However, 27.5% district level umpires, 25.0% state level umpires and 30.0%
national level umpires have balanced personality. Furthermore 7.5% district level umpires,
15.0% state level umpires and 10.0% national level umpires have imaginative personality.

3.6  Personality Factor-N (Forthright Vs Shrewd)
Table 6: Personality Factor-N (Forthright Vs Shrewd) of Cricket Umpires

Factor-N District Level CU | State Level CU National Level CU
Nos Per Nos Per Nos per
Forthright 17 42.5 10 25.0 5 25.0
Balanced 15 37.5 11 27.5 12 60.0
Shrewd 8 20.0 19 47.5 3 15.0
Total 40 100.0 40 100.0 20 100.0

Above Table 6 presents results regarding the assessment of personality Factor N
(Forthright Vs Shrewd) among cricket umpires. The results indicated that 42.5% district level
umpires, 25.0% state level umpires and 25.0% national level umpires have forthright
personality. However, 37.5% district level umpires, 27.5% state level umpires and 60.0%
national level umpires have balanced personality. Furthermore 20.0% district level umpires,
47.5% state level umpires and 15.0% national level umpires have shrewd personality.

3.7  Personality Factor-Q: (Conservative Vs Experimenting)

Table 7: Personality Factor-Q (Conservative Vs Experimenting) of Cricket Umpires

Factor-Q: District Level CU | State Level CU National Level CU
Nos Per Nos Per Nos per
Conservative 22 55.0 14 35.0 3 15.0
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Balanced 12 30.0 23 57.5 13 65.0
Experimenting 6 15.0 3 7.5 4 20.0
Total 40 100.0 40 100.0 20 100.0

Above Table 7 presents results regarding the assessment of personality Factor Qi
(Conservative Vs Experimenting) among cricket umpires. The results indicated that 55.0%
district level umpires, 35.0% state level umpires and 15.0% national level umpires have
conservative personality. However, 30.0% district level umpires, 57.5% state level umpires and
65.0% national level umpires have balanced personality. Furthermore 15.0% district level
umpires, 7.5% state level umpires and 20.0% national level umpires have experimenting
personality.

3.8 Personality Factor-Q: (Group-Dependent Vs Self-Sufficient)
Table 8: Personality Factor-Q> (Group-Dependent Vs Self-Sufficient) of Cricket Umpires

Factor-Qz District Level CU | State Level CU National Level CU
Nos Per Nos Per Nos per
Group Dependent | 12 30.0 7 17.5 3 15.0
Balanced 19 47.5 24 60.0 10 50.0
Self-Sufficient 9 22.5 9 22.5 7 35.0
Total 40 100.0 40 100.0 20 100.0

Above Table 8 presents results regarding the assessment of personality Factor Q:
(Group-Dependent Vs Self-Sufficient) among cricket umpires. The results indicated that 30.0%
district level umpires, 17.5% state level umpires and 15.0% national level umpires have group
dependent personality. However, 47.5% district level umpires, 60.0% state level umpires and
50.0% national level umpires have balanced personality. Furthermore 22.5% district level
umpires, 22.5% state level umpires and 35.0% national level umpires have self-sufficient
personality.

4.0 Conclusions

e Personality Factor-F (Serious Vs Happy-Go-Lucky): From the results it is evident that
most of the District Level and State Level cricket umpires have happy go lucky personality,
while most of the National Level umpires exhibited balanced type of personality with
respect to Personality Factor-F i.e. Serious Vs Happy-Go-Lucky.

e Personality Factor-G (Expedient Vs Conscientious): From the results it is evident that
most of the District Level and National Level cricket umpires have expedient personality,
while most of the State Level umpires exhibited balanced type of personality with respect
to Personality Factor-G i.e. Expedient Vs Conscientious.

e Personality Factor-H (Timid Vs Venturesome): From the results it is evident that most
of the District Level and State Level cricket umpires have timid personality, while most of
the National Level umpires exhibited balanced type of personality with respect to
Personality Factor-H i.e. Timid Vs Venturesome.
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Personality Factor-L (Trusting Vs Suspicious): From the results it is evident that most
of the District Level, State and National Level cricket umpires have trusting personality
with respect to Personality Factor-L i.e. Trusting Vs Suspicious.

Personality Factor-M (Practical Vs Imaginative): From the results it is evident that most
of the District Level, State and National Level cricket umpires have practical personality
with respect to Personality Factor-M i.e. Practical Vs Imaginative.

Personality Factor-N (Forthright Vs Shrewd): From the results it is evident that most of
the District Level umpires have Forthright personality, while most of the State Level
umpires exhibited shrewd type of personality and most of the National level umpires
exhibited balanced type of personality with respect to Personality Factor-N i.e. Forthright
Vs Shrewd.

Personality Factor-Q1 (Conservative Vs Experimenting): From the results it is evident
that most of the District Level umpires have Conservative personality, while most of the
State and National Level umpires exhibited balanced type of personality with respect to
Personality Factor- Q; i.e. Conservative Vs Experimenting.

Personality Factor-Q: (Group-Dependent Vs Self-Sufficient): From the results it is
evident that most of the District, State and National Level umpires exhibited balanced type
of personality with respect to Personality Factor- Q> i.e. Group-Dependent Vs Self-
Sufficient.
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