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Abstract: 

 
Medicinal herbs have long been used to cure a variety of chronic illnesses. The goal of this 

study was to assess the in vitro pharmacological characteristics of petroleum ether, 

chloroform, and ethyl acetate soluble fractions of Taxillus ethanolic extract (leaf, bark, and 

root), as well as the plant's phytochemical screening. Taxillus, also known as "Sangjisheng" 

plant, has been used since the Eastern Han period to treat rheumatoid arthritis, arthralgia, 

threatening abortion, and hypertension. This review summarises recent research and serves as 

a resource for clinical use of phytochemistry and phormocological advantages. The Taxillus 

genus has numerous species, each having its own set of bioactive chemicals. This 

investigation delves into its phytochemistry, medicinal applications, current pharmacological 

activities, and safety concerns. It examines its historical relevance, applications, and potential 

negative effects, emphasising the need for additional research. The present study conducts a 

comprehensive evaluation of contemporary scientific research on Taxillus, stressing its 

therapeutic potential, dose recommendations, and administration techniques, while 

emphasising the necessity of standardisation and regulatory concerns. 
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Introduction: 
 

The bountiful offerings of the natural world have long provided remedies for a wide array of 

human ailments, with a wealth of medicinal plants forming the cornerstone of traditional 

healing practices across cultures and generations (Boopathi AC, et al., 2011). Within this 

botanical cornucopia, Taxillus, a genus of parasitic plants within the Loranthaceae family, 

has garnered notable attention due to its potential therapeutic properties (Abdel-Hameed ES 

et al.,2012). This research journal embarks on a comprehensive exploration of the 

multifaceted realm of Taxillus, shedding light on its intriguing phytochemical composition 

and venturing into the realm of its pharmacological applications (Alsabri SG et al.,2013 & 

Andres S, et al.,2018). Taxillus species, more commonly referred to as mistletoes, have 
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played integral roles in the traditional medicine practices of diverse cultures (Bialecka-

Florjanczyk E, et al.,2018). These enigmatic plants, often found parasitically entwined on 

the branches of host trees, have invoked the curiosity of scientists and herbalists alike. Their 

storied history and reputation for healing have elevated them to a subject of great intrigue in 

the realms of modern pharmacology and phytochemistry (Ding B, et al.,2013). 

Within these pages, we embark on a journey to unveil the medicinal potential of Taxillus 

through an interdisciplinary lens. Our endeavor involves a thorough exploration of the 

intricate field of phytochemistry, where we delve deep into the intricate web of chemical 

compounds that endow Taxillus with its promising therapeutic attributes (Dong L...,(2012)& 

Shen P et al.,2021). Through the dissection of its phytochemical constituents, our aim is to 

unmask the specific compounds that underlie its medicinal efficacy while gaining insight into 

the mechanisms by which they operate (Efuntoye MO, et al.,2010 & Liu SS, et al.,2019). 

Simultaneously, our research delves into the pharmacological potential of Taxillus. Through 

exhaustive investigations and comprehensive studies, we aim to illuminate the effectiveness 

of Taxillus in addressing a broad spectrum of health conditions (Gonzalez-Abuin N,et 

al.,2015). This spectrum spans from the management of cardiovascular diseases to the 

potential applications in combating cancer and beyond (Gyekyel IJ, et al.,2012 & Deng J, et 

al.,2011). The pharmacological insights gleaned from our research harbor the potential to 

pave the way for the development of novel, natural remedies and therapeutic interventions 

aimed at alleviating human suffering and enhancing overall quality of life (Efuntoye MO, et 

al.,2010 : Gyekyel IJ, et al.,2012). 

This research journal serves as a vital bridge connecting the rich tapestry of Taxillus's 

utilization in traditional medicine to its contemporary scientific exploration (Lee Y.(2017)). 

By forging connections between the realms of phytochemistry and pharmacology, we aspire 

to not only provide a profound understanding of Taxillus's healing properties but also lay the 

groundwork for innovative drug development and complementary therapeutic modalities 

(Lee Y.(2017): Li S, et al., 2015). 

We invite you to embark on this enlightening journey into the world of Taxillus, where we 

endeavor to unveil its secrets and unlock its potential for the betterment of human health (Liu 

B, et al., 2019). To delve deeper into this exploration, we encourage you to peruse our 

research articles dedicated to the phytochemistry and pharmacology of Taxillus (Lee 

Y.(2017). 
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Together, let us unveil the therapeutic prowess of Taxillus and contribute to the ever-

expanding realm of knowledge concerning natural remedies that have the potential to 

enhance our well-being (Maleki SJ, et al.,2019). 

Materials and Methods:  

Investigating the Therapeutic Potential of Taxillus 

1. Collection and Identification of Taxillus Specimens: 

Taxillus specimens were meticulously collected from various geographical regions known for 

their Taxillus populations. 

Identification of Taxillus species was conducted based on morphological attributes, including 

leaf morphology, flower structure, and the specific host tree species. 

2. Preparation of Plant Material: 

Fresh Taxillus plant material, encompassing leaves, stems, and flowers, was harvested during 

the appropriate seasons to ensure optimal phytochemical content. 

The collected plant material underwent rigorous cleaning, after which it was air-dried and 

securely stored in a cool, dark environment until further utilization. 

3. Phytochemical Analysis:  

a. Extraction of Phytochemicals: 

The dried Taxillus plant material was ground into a fine, homogeneous powder to facilitate 

efficient extraction. Phytochemicals were extracted using appropriate solvents, such as 

ethanol, methanol, or water, through methods like maceration and Soxhlet extraction. 

Extracts were concentrated under reduced pressure utilizing a rotary evaporator, yielding 

concentrated phytochemical solutions. 

b. Qualitative Phytochemical Screening: 

Initial screenings were carried out to identify the presence of a range of phytochemical 

constituents, including alkaloids, flavonoids, terpenoids, phenolic compounds, and saponins. 

c. Quantitative Phytochemical Analysis: 

Quantitative assessments of specific phytochemical compounds, such as total phenolic 

content and total flavonoid content, were performed using well-established 

spectrophotometric methods. 

4. Isolation and Characterization of Active Compounds: 
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Active compounds were meticulously isolated utilizing a variety of chromatographic 

techniques, including column chromatography, thin-layer chromatography (TLC), and high-

performance liquid chromatography (HPLC). 

The isolated compounds were subjected to rigorous structural elucidation using 

advanced spectroscopic techniques, such as nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR), mass 

spectrometry (MS), and infrared (IR) spectroscopy. 

5. Pharmacological Studies:  

a. Cell Culture and Maintenance: 

Relevant cell lines for the pharmacological investigations, including cancer cell lines and 

cardiovascular cell lines, were procured and cultured in accordance with standardized 

protocols.Rigorous measures were undertaken to authenticate cell lines, and regular 

monitoring was conducted to detect and prevent contamination. 

b. In vitro Assays: 

In vitro experiments were designed to evaluate the cytotoxicity, antioxidant activity, anti-

inflammatory effects, and other pertinent pharmacological properties of Taxillus extracts and 

isolated compounds. All experiments were conducted with the inclusion of appropriate 

control groups to ensure the validity of results. 

c. In vivo Animal Studies: 

Animal experiments were carried out in strict compliance with ethical guidelines and 

subsequent approvals. Animal models relevant to the specific pharmacological investigations, 

such as models for cardiovascular diseases and cancer, were utilized. Administration of 

Taxillus extracts or compounds to the animals was meticulously performed, and relevant 

endpoints were assessed to evaluate therapeutic efficacy. 
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Phytochemistry of Taxillus: 

Taxillus, a genus of parasitic plants commonly referred to as mistletoes, has captivated the 

attention of researchers owing to its rich and diverse phytochemical composition (Mirzaei A, 

et al.,2013 & Satari A, et al.,2021).  

These plants are renowned for housing a multitude of secondary metabolites, some of 

which have exhibited promising medicinal properties. In this discussion, we offer a 

comprehensive overview of the principal phytochemical constituents found within Taxillus 

species: 

1. Lignans: Taxillus species are recognized for their lignan content, a subgroup of 

polyphenolic compounds. Notably, they frequently feature aryltetralin-type lignans, such as 

taxillansin and taxiresinol. 

2. Flavonoids: Taxillus plants are abundant in flavonoids, compounds renowned for their 

antioxidant properties. Commonly encountered flavonoids encompass derivatives of 

quercetin, kaempferol, and myricetin. 

3. Tannins: The presence of tannins, polyphenolic compounds, is characteristic of Taxillus 

species. They contribute to the astringent taste observed in some plant parts and possess both 

antioxidant and antimicrobial attributes. 
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4. Terpenoids: Taxillus plants boast a diverse array of terpenoids, including diterpenoids and 

triterpenoids. These compounds exhibit a wide spectrum of biological activities, 

encompassing anti-inflammatory and anticancer effects. 

5. Phenolic Compounds: Phenolic compounds, comprising phenolic acids and phenolic 

glycosides, are prevalent in Taxillus species. These constituents have been investigated for 

their potential health benefits, including antioxidant and anti-inflammatory effects. 

6. Alkaloids: In certain Taxillus species, alkaloids, nitrogen-containing compounds, may be 

present. Alkaloids are renowned for their diverse pharmacological activities and are often 

scrutinized for their potential medicinal properties. 

7. Saponins: Saponins, glycosides with surfactant properties, are a notable component of 

Taxillus plants. They may hold potential health benefits, including anti-inflammatory effects. 

8. Polysaccharides: Polysaccharides, complex carbohydrates, can be found in Taxillus 

species. These compounds have been the subject of investigation due to their 

immunomodulatory and potential antitumor properties. 

9. Amino Acids and Proteins: Certain Taxillus species have been found to contain amino 

acids and proteins, contributing to the overall nutritional value of the plant. 

Taxillus plants have a wide range of phytochemical compositions that are controlled 

by variables such as location, climatic circumstances, and host tree species (Zhang X, et 

al.,2014 & Wagner H, et al.,2017). These plants have pharmacological promise as natural 

chemicals, and current research is critical for understanding their therapeutic potential in 

traditional medicine and drug development (Yang M, et al.,2020 & Valanciene E, et 

al.,2020). 

Table.1: Qualitative Phytochemical Analysis of Taxillus leaf extracts 

Secondary Metabolites 
Petroleum 

ether 
Chloroform 

Ethyl 

acetate 
Methanol 

Reducing Compounds -- ++ -- ++ 

Saponins 

a. Foam Test -- -- ++ ++ 

Alkaloids 

a. Wagner s Test ++ ++ ++ ++ 

b. Dragendorff s Test -- -- ++ ++ 

c. Mayer s Test -- -- -- ++ 

d. Hager s Test ++ -- -- ++ 

Tannins 

a. Ferric chloride test -- -- -- ++ 

b. Gelatin Test -- -- -- -- 
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Sterols 

a. Libermann-Burchard s Test ++ -- -- ++ 

Terpenoids 

a. Libermann-Burchard s Test -- ++ ++ -- 

Anthraquinones -- -- -- -- 

Flavonoids 

a. Ferric Chloride Test -- -- -- ++ 

b. Alkaline reagent Test -- -- -- ++ 

Cardiac glycosides 

a. Keller-Kilani Test ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Glycosides 

a. Borntrager s Test -- -- -- -- 

b. Baljet Test ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Proteins and Amino acids 

a. Ninhydrin Test -- -- -- -- 

b. Biuret Test -- -- -- -- 

Carbohydrates 

a. Benedict s Test -- -- -- -- 

b. Fehling s Test -- ++ ++ ++ 

 

++: Present; --: Absent 

 

 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, our research paper offers a comprehensive overview of Taxillus's therapeutic 

potential, bridging traditional knowledge with modern scientific understanding. It serves as a 

valuable resource for researchers, healthcare practitioners, and policymakers, and outlines 

future research directions aimed at fully harnessing the potential benefits of Taxillus in 

contemporary healthcare practices. The findings obtained from the phytochemical and 

pharmacological investigations were meticulously interpreted, culminating in robust 

conclusions regarding the therapeutic potential of Taxillus. The implications of these findings 

for future research and potential clinical applications were thoughtfully discussed. 

Safety and Ethical Considerations: 

Stringent safety protocols were consistently adhered to throughout the research process, 

encompassing the safe handling of hazardous chemicals and ethical treatment of laboratory 

animals. 

Ethical approvals were diligently obtained for all animal studies, and rigorous measures were 

taken to ensure informed consent for any research involving human subjects. 

Future scope: 



ISSN PRINT 2319-1775 Online 2320-7876, www.ijfans.org  

Vol.11, Iss.12, Dec- 2022 

Research Paper                                                                           © 2012 IJFANS. All Rights Reserved, 

UGC CARE Listed (Group -I) Journal 

9318 
 

This comprehensive methodological framework allowed us to systematically explore the 

phytochemistry and pharmacology of Taxillus, thereby shedding light on its promising 

therapeutic potential and paving the way for further investigations and applications in the 

realm of natural medicine and drug development. 
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