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Abstract  

The Bible's pervasive impact is difficult to overlook. Regardless of one’s personal 

beliefs, it is inevitable that one will encounter references to the Bible in numerous fields of 

English Literature .The quantity of references to the Bible in literature is astonishing; 

Shakespeare alludes to the Bible numerous times, possibly even exceeding a thousand mentions. 

Notable authors that use Biblical references or even center their entire works around the Bible 

include Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner, Herman Melville, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Toni 

Morrison. Toni Morrison's novel Beloved contains numerous allusions, primarily to the Bible. 

By employing a line from the book of Romans as her epigraph, she succinctly encapsulates the 

totality of her narrative.  

       This study offers a critical study of Toni Morrison's Beloved together with the principal 

female figures of the Old Testament found in the Holy Bible. Examining the themes, character 

development, and societal consequences in both Beloved and the Old Testament stories helps the 

article to investigate the intersections and divergences in the representation of women, especially 

in the framework of suffering, resilience, and atonement. 

Keywords- Allusion, Testament, Divergences, Resilience, Atonement 

Introduction : 

       Theological writings' treatment of women provides rich insights on the social, historical, and 

cultural settings of their times. Through the experiences of its female protagonist, Sethe, Toni 

Morrison's Beloved, a foundational piece of modern American literature explores the terrible 

legacy of slavery. Comparably, the Old Testament features many female characters whose tales 
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mirror the complexity of human life, faith, and atonement. Focusing on themes of suffering, 

resiliency, and atonement, this study critically compares and contrasts Morrison's Beloved with 

the principal female figures of the Old Testament.  

methodology  

Examining main texts from Beloved and a few Old Testament stories, the study uses a 

comparative literary analysis technique. Key female characters are found and examined 

depending on their positions, experiences, and thematic relevance. To bolster the study, it uses 

secondary materials such novels, critical essays, and scholarly publications.  

 

Beloved by Toni Morrison  

Broadview  

       Set following the American Civil War, Beloved is a book with an eye towards the terrible 

legacy of slavery. Sethe, an escaped slave, and her battle to overcome previous trauma centre the 

narrative. Rich symbolism, sophisticated characters, and examination of issues including 

parenthood, memory, and identity define the book.  

      Beloved investigates the corporal, psychological, and psychic damage caused by slavery—a 

damage that still haunts former slaves even in freedom. The negative effects of slavery on the 

sense of self of the former slaves are the most serious of its consequences; the book offers 

several instances of self-alienation. For example, Paul D is so disconnected from himself that he 

finds it difficult to determine at times if the screaming he hears is his own or someone else's. 

Slaves were sold as commodities whose value could be determined and informed, they were 

subhuman. These lines from Beloved best reflect what Toni Morrison reflects in the novel: 

 

“White people believed that whatever the manners, under every dark skin was a jungle. Swift 

unnavigable waters, swinging screaming baboons, sleeping snakes, red gums ready for their 

sweet white blood. In a way . . . they were right. . . . But it wasn’t the jungle blacks brought with 

them to this place. . . . It was the jungle whitefolks planted in them. And it grew. It spread . . . 

until it invaded the whites who had made it. . . .”(Beloved 199) 
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References to Christianity  

          Taken from Romans 9:25, Beloved's epigraph captures the presence Christian ideals will 

bring about in the book. The "four horsemen" that visit Sethe draw on the book of Revelation's 

account of the Apocalypse. Beloved returns into Sethe's realm covered in a sort of baptismal 

water. Denver eats her sister's blood as well as her mother's breast milk as a newborn, which 

would be seen as a Communion act tying Denver and Beloved together and stressing the baby's 

sacrifice in death. Sethe's actions so horrify the schoolteacher that he leaves without bringing her 

other children with him, therefore letting them to live free. Like Christ, the baby's martyr death 

gives atonement. Similar resounding with biblical references are the book's more thorough 

debates of sin, sacrifice, redemption, forgiveness, love, and resurrection. 

 

Character Analysis:Sethe.  

         o Sethe is shown as a highly strong and tenacious woman who runs away from slavery to 

save her kids. A major and divisive component of the story is her choice to murder her daughter 

Beloved in order to free her from slavery.  

o Her portrayal captures the great love and sacrifice of a mother as well as the remorse and 

trauma scars.  

Sethe's experiences mirror the great agony enslaved women go through as well as the resiliency 

needed to survive and shield their families.  

o Her path is defined by a continuous battle against the memories of her past and the social 

restraints still haunting her.  

Denver:  

         1. Loneliness and Development: Denver spends much of her life alone. Her mother's 

terrible background and the ghost of her sister loom large over her growing up. Her solitude 

helps her to become a quiet, shy girl with great sensitivity.  

 

          o Independence and Growth: Denver's character changes greatly during the book. Her 

choice to leave 124 in search of community assistance reflects her development from a 

dependent kid to a young lady with agency. This reaching out gesture marks her release from the 
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bonds of her family's past.  

    Denver wants for connection and a sense of belonging. < She has long been deprived of 

sisterly affection and company, hence her attachment to Beloved stems from a need for it.  

      Denver's efforts to shield Sethe from Beloved's negative impact clearly show her protective 

instincts. Her behaviour shows a maturity much beyond her years and a strong feeling of 

accountability for the welfare of her family.  

Beloved: 

      Beloved is the tangible form of Sethe's guilt and suppressed trauma. Her coming from the 

dead marks the inevitable character of the past and its continuing influence on the present.  

Beloved's frequently manipulative and demanding behaviour reveals a great need for validation 

and attention. She stands for the unsolved agony and anguish experienced by people who were 

enslaved and either ignored or forgotten.  

The character of Beloved is veiled in uncertainty and complexity. She is a ghost as well as a 

genuine person; she is a daughter and a stranger. This dichotomy adds to the way the book 

explores the psychological and the otherworldly.  

o Destructive Influence: Beloved's rising demands and manipulations expose a more destructive 

side even if her presence first gives some sort of reconciliation and healing. She turns into a 

parasite agent eroding Sethe's will to live and separating the family even further.  

Baby Suggs: 

         One source of comfort for the black community is Baby Suggs, a spiritual leader and 

healer. Her meetings in the Clearing offer a forum for group healing and expression of feelings 

stifled by servitude.  

o Embodiment of Hope: Her lectures stress resilience and self-love, therefore providing hope and 

a feeling of community to individuals still traumatized by slavery. Her exhortation to cherish 

one's body and embrace humanity is a potent counter-narrative to the degrading results of 

slavery.  

2. Despondency and Withdrawal: Baby Suggs suffers a great depression over the terrible 

circumstances following Sethe's infanticide. She withdraws into a life of peaceful resignation 

from her position as a spiritual leader.  

The character of Baby Suggs represents the older generation's search for serenity and meaning in 

a world tarnished by the horrors of slavery. Her trip from hope to hopelessness reflects the larger 
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historical trauma African Americans go through.  

 

Leading Female Characters from the Old Testament:  

Eve 

     One of the earliest women in the Bible, Eve is crucial in the account of creation and the Fall 

in Genesis. Over history, different people have understood her acts and their results.She is 

sometimes shown as the mother of all living, so signifying the possibility for both fallibility and 

atonement, even as a figure of curiosity and defiance. 

o Eve's narrative captures themes of suffering via the agony of childbirth and the difficulties of 

life outside Eden.Her resilience is shown in her part as a progenitor of humanity, continuing 

despite the results of her activities.God's curse to the snake foreshadows the promise of 

redemption and the ultimate defeat of evil, therefore signalling a future restoration 

notwithstanding the Fall. 

Ruth: 

Ruth, a Moabite widow, shows Naomi, her mother-in-law, relentless fidelity and allegiance as 

well as to the God of Israel.Her narrative culminates with her marriage to Boaz and her legacy in 

the line of King David; it is one of love, loyalty, and atonement. 

Themes of Suffering and Resilience: Ruth suffers much loss and adversity throughout her life, 

yet she is proactive in ensuring Naomi and herself have a future.Her eventual atonement and 

incorporation into the Israelite society follow from her faith and will. 

3. Themes of Redemption: Ruth's narrative emphasizes via faith, diligence, and loyalty 

redemption's themes. Her metamorphosis from a foreign widow to an ancestor of the Messiah 

underscores God's inclusive redemptive scheme. 
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Esther 

1. Character Analysis: Her people are saved from annihilation in great part by Esther, a Jewish 

lady who rises to be queen of Persia. The story revolves mostly on her bravery and strategic 

sensibility. Her character is evidence of the ability of personal action and bravery against great 

risk. 

o Esther negotiates the complexity of royal politics and risks her own life to speak out for her 

people, therefore confronting the possible destruction of her people.Her insight and fortitude help 

her to safely protect the Jewish people and effectively foil Haman's intentions.Esther's narrative 

is one of community redemption, in which her personal fortitude saves a whole people from 

disaster. It underlines the influence one person may have in attaining justice and atonement. 

Comparative Analysis 

Resilience and Suffering: Topics 

• Sethe and Biblical figures: o Sethe and the prominent female figures of the Old Testament 

show great resiliency and suffer greatly as well. Sethe's resilience over slavery and its 

repercussions reflects the hardships Eve, Ruth, and Esther—who each confront major personal 

and social problems. 

o These women's actions and choices highlight their resilience since they help to define their 

futures and affect others close by. 

o Sethe's path towards atonement, via the haunting presence of Beloved, recalls the redemptive 

arcs of biblical characters seeking forgiveness, pardon, and a return to wholeness. 

o The ideas of atonement in the Old Testament and Beloved highlight the transforming potential 

of facing past tragedies, proving faith, and acting boldly. 

Social Connotations: Effect of Sethe and Biblical Characters 

o Sethe's tale and those of the biblical women mirror more general issues of justice, 

emancipation, and the part women play in forming society and history. 
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o The stories expose women's agency in conquering hardship and bringing about change, 

therefore subverting conventional gender norms. 

Conclusion 

The analytical study of Toni Morrison's Beloved and the principal Old Testament female figures 

uncovers significant thematic connections and cultural resonances. Offering potent stories of 

personal and group transformation, Sethe and biblical heroines such as Eve, Ruth, and Esther 

reflect themes of suffering, resiliency, and atonement. These tales still inspire and challenge 

current readers, therefore highlighting the ongoing importance of old subjects in contemporary 

writing. 
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